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The Authenticity of the Book of 


Genesis. 
(Concluded from p. 330.) 


ESPECTING the internal 

evidence of the authentici- 

ty of this sacred Book, we ob- 
serve, 

5. The book of Genesis is the 
most ancicnt history existing in 
the world. ‘There is, certainly, 
no portion of history, now ex- 
tant, that possesses any compar- 
ative claims with this, in point 
of antiquity. And it is also very 
evident that there never has been 
any historical writing as ancient 
as Genesis. Many ancient books, 
as is known by extracts and noti- 
ces found in other writings are 
now lost. But no trace is found 
of any history so early as the 
Mosaic. Some poems, whether 
they existed in writing or were 
preserved in tradition only, is 
uncertain, were known in the 
lime of Moses. The inimitable 
poem of the Book of Job, we 
have supposed to have been 
written by him. In the ist 
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chapter of Numbers, there are 
some scraps of 2 heathen poem, 
which was a celebration of a vic- 
tory gained by the Amorites in 
a certain war with the king of 
Moab. “ Wherefore they that 
speak in proverbs, say, come 
into Heshbon let the -city. of 
Sihon be built and prepared,” 
&c. Poetry is a much more an- 
cient mode of writing than prose. 
The bards of all countries are 
more ancient: than the histori- 
ans. Though there may have 
been some writings of this kind 
prior to the «ra of Moses, it is 
most clearly evident that there 
was no history. It follows then, 
that the sacred history of Gene- 
sis could not have been written 
in imitation of any other; it 
could not have been extracted 
from any other writing. The 
ancient oriental historians and 
lawgivers, are accused, with 
great clearness of evidence, of 
extracting from the writings of 
Moses. The charge cannot be 
retorted upoa him, as he pre 
ceded them all. It is hard there- 
fore to conceive that any motive 
Xx 
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could exist to induce any person 
io compose such a writing for 
the purpose of imposition. Nor 
can we easily believe that any 
one would have thought of such 
a design, unless guided by a di- 
vine impulse. The works of 
men, generally, are works of im- 
jtation. It is not unnatural to 
suppose, independent of other 
eonsidcrations, that the first his- 
torian and the first poet, were in- 
fluenced by a heaven!= guidance. 
The prophecy of Enoch, a part 
of which is preserved by the 
apostie Jude, was perhaps the 
first essay at poetic measures. 
The history of Genesis, standing 
for a considerable tine, alone, 
and being a work perfectly sin- 
gular in its nature, would neces- 
sarily invite a careful examina- 
tion, and could not be received 
as authentic, unless fully sup- 
ported. 

6. Many facts rscorded in the 
book of Genesis must have been 
well known in the traditions of 
the Israelites, and some of the 
neighboring nations. Nations 
destilule of written words, are 
always most attentive to the 
preservation of historic tradi- 
tions. The ancient bards of 
Scotland are said to have pre- 
served songs, and even whole po- 
ems by memory only, through 
several centuries. A reason that 
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primitive ages would be an addi- 
tional inducement to the preser- 
vation of traditionary accounts, 
and add much evidence to their 
testimony. The account of the 
garden of Eden and the great 
events which there occurred, 
might have been conveyed from 
Adam to Moses, through seven 
intermediate persons, supposing 
them all to receive and deliver 
the narration when their minds 
were in a state of maturity. 
The seven intermediate patii- 
archs are, Methusalah, Noah, 
Shem, Abraham, Isaac, Joseph, 
and Amram. The account of 
such interesting events in such 
hands, could not have been for- 
gotten. Theconfusionof tongues, 
the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, the covenant with 
Abraham, the offering of Isaac, 
the peregrivation of their fami- 
lies, were events too recent as 
weli as too important, to have 
been effaced. By these means 
the truth of the Mosaic Narra- 
tion must have been tested, and 
with this knowledge, it would 
never have been received, had 
it not becn true. 

7. Several prophecies are re- 
corded in this book of Genesis, 
many of which must be fulfilled, 
if fulfilled at all, very soon after 
the time in-whieh the book was 
written. Had they not been ac- 


so much pains was taken to pre- | complished, according to the 
serve these poems was, that they | promise, the book must have 


were the principal . records of | been immediately condemned as 


their history. These preserved 
the memory of their revolutions, 
their wars and their heroes. A 
great part of the historic facts 
recorded inthe book of Genesis, 
must have been preserved and 
iransmilted by tradition. The 
Jongevity of human life in the 





an imposture, and the writer 
would have been cxposed to ev- 
ery reproach. Under such cir- 
cumstances, no ove would have 
dared to publish such express 
and important promises, bad he 
not had the support of Him, who 
is faithful to perform. The most 
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probable time of the writing of 
this book, is the period in which 
Moses was engaged in his peace- 
ful employment in Midian tend- 
ing his father’s flocks. He had 
then, sufficient leisure for the 
work, his employment was well 
suited to heavenly contempla- 
tions, and this book must have 


been a most valuable and neces- . 


sary support for him and his 
people, in the great scenes which 
were before them. It was the 
exhibition of this book, most 
likely, when he went into Egypt, 
that excited the attention of the 
elders of Israel, which forty 
years before, he was unable to 
engage. If the book of Genesis 
were written, as we suppose, in 
the land of Midian, and were 
carried by Moses into Egypt, the 
promise contained in the fifteenth 
chapter must have attracted par- 
ticular notice. It is there sta- 
ted that God declared to Abra- 
ham, “ Know of a surety that 
thy seed shall be a stranger in a 
land that is not theirs, and shall 
serve them: and they shall af- 
flict them four hundred years. 
And also that nation whom they 
shall serve, will I judge; and af- 
terward shall they come out with 
great substance.” ‘The Elders 
of Israel must have known if 
this promise were ever performed, 
it must be performed speedily: 
and the performance or failure of 
the promise would test the au- 
thenticity of the book. If any 
evidence of its authenticity were 
wanting, such evidence would 
soon be afforded by events, and 
by such events as no human wis- 
dom could foresee. If the book 
were written, as some-suppose, in 
the wilderness, the promise that 
{srael should possess the Jand of 





Canaan, so repeatedly given, 
must shorily be confirmed or 
frustrated, and the character of 
the whole be established. This, 
no writer could have dene, unless 
firmly persuaded that the prom- 
ises were divine. 

8. Moses, in writing and pub- 
lishing this book, could promise 
to himself no particular advan- 
tage, but necessarily exposed 
himself and his people, to the 
greatest dangers. The prospect 
which it afforded, of the redemp- 
tion of Israel, must excite all 
the jealousy and rage of the 
Egyptians; who then held them 
in servitude. ‘The prospect of 
their soon enteringinto the posses- 
sion of the land of their fathers, 
would awaken all the enmity of 
the nations of Canaan; and en- 
able them to prepare for the ut- 
ter ruin of Israel. There is noth- 
ing in this book to flaiter the 
natural propensities, even of the 
children of Israel; much less 
their vices and corruptions, to 
which they were so strongly at- 
tached. ‘There seems then to 
have been no motive for the pub- 
lication of this book, but the ir- 
resistible impulse of truth. 

9. Every characteristic of the 
book of Genesis forbids the 
thought that it could be the work 
of imposture. The majestic 
dignity of the style; the noble 
conceptions of the character and 
providence of God ; all the mor- 
al sentiments which it contains, 
so perfectly different from the 
natural opinions and sentiments 
of men: the sublime and consis- 
tent account which it gives of the 
creation and early state of man- 
kind ; the many positive and 
lucid prophecies which it con- 
tains of future times; with a 
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brilliant introduction of that ho- 
ly scheme of divine grace which 
will issue in mau’s redemption ; 
carry in their character the most 
satisfactory evidence of clear 
and unchanging truth. 

What has been offered in our 
reflections on the book of Gene- 
sis, may be included in the fol- 
lowing Summary. As this sac- 
red book, the foundation of alll 
the other books of divine reve- 
lation, opens with a declaration 
of the existence of the one true 
God, it is proper to search for 
the original belief and acknowl- 
edgment of this fundamental 
moral truth. The evidence of 
this is most clear and satisfacto- 
ry, because we can trace idolatry 
to its origin, can find its com- 
inencement posterior lo the ear- 
liest Limes, can discover its prog- 
ress in its subsequent stages, and 
can find among ail the most an- 
cient nations, traces of the ac- 
knowledgment of the one true 
God. By an examination of ex- 
ternal evidence, we find all the 
most important facts recorded in 
this portion of sacred . history, 
clearly and amply supported. 
And by an attention to the in- 
ternal evidence, we discover the 
most convincing marks of truth, 
in every part of the narration. 
The Genuineness of the book of 
Genesis has been examined in 
connection with that of the whole 
Pentateuch, and we find the 
proof to be abundant that the 
writer must have been the great 
lawgiver and prophet of Israel. 
The subject will now be conclu- 
ded with a few remarks. 

1. The narrative of events 
contained in the book of Gene- 
sis is true. It is a fundamental 
principle in the pursuit of truth, 
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that we must always rest satisfi- 
ed with that degree of evidence 
which the nature of the case ad- 
mils. One truth is to be es. 
tablished by one kind of eyi- 
dence, another truth by evi- 
dence of another kind. Math- 
ematical truths are determined 
by demonstration, metaphysical 
by argument, and historic truths 
by testimony. Of testimony, 
there are various kinds. When 
the fact attested is in a remote 
period of time, we cannot have 
the testimony of eye-witnesses, 
but must depend on that of wri- 
ters ; supported by the corres. 
ponding testimony of other wri- 
ters, by the corroborative evi- 
dence of ancient monuments, of 
institutions and usages, and of 
the actual state of nations and 
events whereby such narratives 
are confirmed. In the exam- 
ination of the principal facts re- 
corded in the book of Genesis, 
which we have made, we have 
seen them all confirmed by evi- 
dences of this kind, in the mest 
full and satisfactory manner. 
There are many ancient histori- 
ans, whose writings have passed 
through the lapse of ages, which 
are but partially supported by 
external evidenze, which, how- 
ever, the common sense of all 
men consents to receive as truth. 
Of all these, we may say with 
safety, there are none, which are 
supported by such a weight of 
additional testimony, as the sac- 
red writings of Moses. 

The only objection which in- 
fidelity has ever raised to the 
credibility of this narration, is 
the extraordinary nature of the 
facts related. But, in all cases, 
where extraordinary events ere 
related, there appears a sufficient 
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reason for their existence, an ad- 
equate cause is assigned for their 
production, and a cloud of testi- 
mony convinces the mind that 
such events must have taken 
place. Under such circumstan- 


ces, the objection ceases to be of | 


weight. If itbe stated in the 
book of Genesis, that God call- 
ed Abraham out of Ur of the 
Chaldees, separated him from 
his kindred and from other peo- 
ple, entered into a particular and 
gracious covenant with him, 
promising that his seed should 
be as the dust of the earth and 
should never perish 2mong the 
nations: we appeal to every ac- 
count which can be collected 
from succeeding ages concerning 
his posterity ; we appeal to in- 
numerable ancient monuments ; 
we appeal, especially, to the pres- 
ent state of that wonderful peo- 
ple, their singular circumstances 
and character, their usages and 
Jaws, their customs and their re- 
ligion ; for a demonstrable proof 
of all these events. The exis- 
tence of the Jews in their pres- 
ent circumstances, through all 
the extraordinary changes they 
have passed, has long been con- 
sidered by judicious men, noth- 
ing less than a standing miracle 
in the providence of God. The 
divine wisdom in these events 
appears conspicuous, in preserv- 
ing this people, to whom were 
committed the ancient oracles of 
God, that his werd might be sxc- 
redly kept, without. corruption 
or loss. In them, we behold a 
perpetual miracle, in coustant 
attestation of the promises, the 
threatenings, and the predictions 
of the word of God. 

2. Another remark which may 
be made, from the view which 
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has been taken of the book eof 
Genesis, is, that ils authority is 
divine. Ji is not the work of 
men, good or evil, il is iu no 
wise the production of human 
wisdom or device, bul it is, ja 
truth, the holy word of God. It 
was written by Moses, the great 
prophet and lawgiver of the He- 
brews, under the immediate gul- 
dance of the divine Spirit — 
From the proof of its truth, this 
conclusion necessarily follows. 
If this sacred record be true, 
which we have seen to be the 
case, its author must be divinely 
inspired. ‘This position, several 
considerations will establish. 
Many things here recorded 
could never have been known, 
but by immediate communica- 
tion from heaven. The history 
of the creation, of the garden of 
Eden, the fall of man with his 
expulsion from paradise, the in- 
troduction and progress of evil, 
with all the cveuts which prece- 
ded the general dcluge, could 
not have been known, in the 
time of Moscs, except in the ob- 
scurity of tradition. In this man- 
ner, these events were undoubt- 
edly retained, im some degree, so 
as to enable them, to a certain 
extent, to test the sacred record : 
but they could never have been 
preserved, at Icast, the more mé 
nule occurrences, with sufficient 
clearness and authenticity, to 
have been the foundation of ac- 
curate narration. Krom the cre- 
ation to the time of Moscs, was 
a period of 2500 years. Of all 


this period, the sacred history 
contains a clear and accurate ac- 
count: It is a sufficient evidence 
that these things could not bave 
been kuown without divine com- 
munication, that al! other his- 
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toric writers who have attempt- 
ed to treat of the first ages of 
the world, independent of the 
Mosaic account, have run into 
every crror and absurdity. The 
book of Genesis concludes with 
the death of Joseph, more than 
an hundred years before Moses 
yelired to the land of Midian. 
fie had no records to which he 
could refer, there was no tesli- 
mony on which he could safely 
rely, but the testimony of the 
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author. Other writers lead onr 
attention io the contemplation 
of heroes, of wars, of cities, of 
political revolutions ; while this 
directs our views on high, and 
we find ourselves contemplating 
the glories of Jehovah, and the 
throng of angels, creation form- 


| ing, the world perishing, and em- 











erging from ruin, nations rising, 
and the arts subduing the wastes 
of nature, and all with equal 
clearness and precision, as if we 


God of Israel. Without this, he | had been spectztors of the scenes. 
wnust have wandered in the re-! A heathen rhetorician, Longi- 
gions of fiction, aud all succeed- | nus, could not forbear to quote 


ing times must have discovered | that solemn sentence. 


his mistakes. 
jound. 
must have been infallible ; and 
for that, there was none but God. 

The great minuteness with 


which many transactions are re-' 


corded, shows that they must 
have come from the testimony 
of heaven. The sacred history, 
on many accounts, is altogether 
unequalled. Though no other 
Was ever so concise, yet we are 
admitted toa clear view of char- 
acters and events, such as very 
few histories afford, though ex- 
tended to many volumes. This 
accuracy and minutevess of nar- 
ration, so often discernible, in 
which the particular actions, the 
thoughls, the conversation, of 
God and men, are accurately re- 
Jated, could have been derived 
from no authority but that which 
was infallible. 

The peculiar sublimity of style 
and nobleness of sentiment in 
which this book exceeds, per- 
haps, every other, leads our 
ihoughts at once to ils divine 
author. ‘The dignity of the nar- 
ration transcends every other, al- 
most.as much as the power of its 





* Let 


No mistakes are | there be light: and there was 
His authority then, light ;’ as an eminent specimen 


of the true sublime. . The fol- 
lowing are his words. “So like- 
wise the Jewish Legislator, no 
ordinary person, having conceiv- 
eda just idea of the power of 
God, has nobly expressed it in 
the beginning of his Law. And 
God said,—W hat ?—Let there be 
light, and there was light. Lat 
the earth be, and the earth was. 
That no writer has been able, 
with all the literary improve- 
ments of the polished nations, 
to equal that shepherd of Midi- 
an, the earliest of all authors, is 
a good evidence of his ui- 
course with heaven. 

In this narration the charac- 
ter of God is perfectly sustained. 
This, of itself, is sufficient to es- 
tablish its divine authority.— 
For it is what no uninspired wri- 
ter could ever have done. In 
all events, we find the great J eho- 
vah steadily in view; to his 
providence all things are ascrib- 
ed, in every transaction his a- 
gency appears. Yel, in every 
instance, the holiness, the justice, 


the purity, and the greatness, of 
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God, are perfectiy preserved.— 
He is never introduced without 
sufficient reason, and never does 
an action, a word, or a thought, 
escape, unworthy of Jehovah. 
The fulness of this evidence, I 
cannot express. It is what hu- 
man wisdom could never have 
done. Look at all the concep- 
tions of the divine Being, that 
have heen entertained by the 
wisest of the heathen world.— 
‘They are infinitely trifling and 
absurd. But, in the writings of 
Moses, we see 2 God, worthy to 
be adored, worthy to be feared, 
wml loved, fer ever. And all 
this without any standard to 
guide his conceptions. The 
thoughts and views then, niust 
have come from God, who alone 
could justly display the glory of 
his character. 

The book of Genesis is replete 
with prophecy. The memora- 
ble promise, found so early as in 
the third chapter, “It shall 
bruise thy head,” will be the 
themeof thanksgiving and praise, 
through eternity. From this to 


the end of the book, we find nv- | 


merous promises and predictions, 
delivered in the most clear and 
intelligible manner, relating to 
all future times. These predic- 
tions are true. A great portion 
of them have already been actu- 
ally fulfilled, and there is every 
reason to believe that those 
which remain, will be most faith- 
fully accomplished. Prophecy 
is the prerogative of God. He 
alone can remove the veil of fu- 
lurity, and lead our views to dis- 
tant times. And no one, with- 
out his immediate guidance, 
could have recorded these many 
predections, some of which are 
extremely concise, so as to 
he perfectly verified by events. 


The miracles wrought by Mo- 
ses, the penman of this sacred 

k, show hin to have been the 
subject of the special assistance 
and favor of God. At his word, 
the Most High scourged the land 
of Egypt; at his prayer, the 
plagues were withdrawn. He 
smote upon the rock, and the 
waters flowed forth in living 
streams; he stretched out his 
rod, anda path for his people 
was opened through the sea. 
Moses was also, himself, an illus- 
trious prophet. Some of his 
prophecies, for clearness and 
energy, are not exceeded by 





———— 


those of any of the prophets of 
God. If he were thus inspir- 
ed with the gift of prophecy, if 
he were thus guided and assisted 
by the immediate hand of the 
divine Spirit, well might he be 
inspired with the heavenly truths 
which he has placed upon record. 
He that could rescue Israel from 
bondage, and lead them to Ca- 
naan, who could stand unmoved 
on Sinai, clad with the awful 
| presence of Jehovah, while the 
whole congregation trembled at 
a dislance; could well have 
been instructed in the holy 
truths of God, and recount them 
with divine precision for the 
support of the church in all fu- 
ture times.—There then we rest. 
Our faith is founded upon a rock 
which the tempests of error never 
can shake. The sacred oracles 
are divine. We receive these 
truths, beeause they are the 
truths of God. We see Jeho- 
vah speaking, we hear his voice, 
we behold his glory. 

3. Inthe review of this sub- 
ject, we see why it was that the 
ancient saints felt so strong an 
attachment to the divine law. 
The law, as commeniy used by 
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them mears the books of Moses. 
Of these, Genesis is the most t:n- 
portant. The other books are 
as evidently of divine authority 
as that. In this law, the propii- 
ets and saints of old found their 
God. In this they found his 
character clearly delineated, 
they saw his precepts distinctly 
expressed, they saw the charac- 
tev of man cleared from those ob- 
securities in which it is otherwise 
invoived, and they saw the com- 
n-encement of that great scheme 
of grace which will glorify God 
inthe redemption of lost men. 
O how I love thy law ; was the 
constant sentiment of the patri- 
archs aud prophets, from Moses 
to Christ. It was their theme 
of meditation, their light and 
their hope. To the altentive 
and humblie observer, the divine 
law unfoldsthe mysteries of prov- 
idence, which are, otherwise, all 
inscrutable. Job and his friends, 
though probably, their hearts 
were right before God, were ut- 
terly confounded in the contem- 
plation of the events of his provi- 
dence. Jacob, though persua- 
ded of the perfection and holi- 
ness of his father’s God, knew so 


littic of the dispensations of his | 


government, that he must say, 
all these things are against me. 
The saints of succecding times, 
of whom God is no more ready 
to be calied their God, can rest 


with composure, under the dark- | 


est events of his providence, for 
they have his law in their hands, 
they sce him preserving Noah 
and Lot in a tempest of wicked- 
ness, they see him leading Abra- 
ham ina land of strangers, and 
protecting Joseph when hated 
by his brethrep, and imprisoned 
ws acriminal. Thongh the ways 
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of God are in the darkness, in 
the divine law they see the end 
of the Lord, that he is very piti- 
fuland of tender mercy. The 

k of Genesis is the day-star 
of the gospel. The Christian, 
reading it with that view, will 
discover evangelical light in eve- 
ry page. Promises and grace, 
faith and hope constantly appear. 
Abel offered an acceptable sacri- 
fice to Heaven, Enoch walked 
with God. Abraham rejoiced to 
see the day of Christ. In these 
‘aud the many others of the 
i faithful servants of God, who 
appear in the divine law, suc- 
ceeding sainissaw a cloud of wit- 
nesses for the truth and glory of 
lhe grace of God. This was 
their comfort in affliction, their 
light in darkuess, their hope for 
eternity. The Christian can- 
not too much study the divine 
law. He will here find the root 
and offspring of David, and 
while he adinires the constancy 
of those who lived and died in 
faith, with only the dawn of gos- 
pel light, he will bless God who 
enables him to behold the merid- 
| ian splendor of the Sun of Right- 
| eousness. 
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NOTHER quality (cr 
L@ whatever be its just de- 
scription) indispensable to pray- 
er, is, earnestness. Without 
some measure of earnestness, 
| prayer cannot be; and without 
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a considerable measure, it can 
scarcely be acceptable; for un- 
less we heartily desire to obtain 
the things we ask, is it nota 
mere mockery to implore them 
at the hand of God? But here 
is the chief difficulty. We can 
pray earnestly for any thing 
which we really wish to possess ; 
but our petitions for spiritual 
things are apt to be faiut, be- 
cause our desires after them are 
feeble. If, then, we would be 
serious in our prayers, we must 
first be serious in our hearts; we 
must feel that the pardon, the fa- 
vor, and the sanctifying influences 
of God, are, not merely in words, 
but ia very truth and certainty, 
the greatest of all blessings. Are 
they not really such? Does 
there exist in the universe a sin- 
glebeing, not irrecoverably depra- 
ved, who could Jay his hand up- 
on his heart, and say, that he 
even doubts of this truth? How 
is it, then, that we desire so lit- 
tle what we acknowledge to be 
so excellent ? Or can we believe, 
when our Heavenly Father has 
opened all the treasures of his 
goodness to us, that he will not 
esteem it a high affront if we are 
still insensible to their value ? 
Let us remember that our Re- 
deemer has not only enjoined 
earnestness in prayer, but impor- 
tunity ; and that he has accom- 
panied his command with an as- 
surance that such petitions shall 
undoubtedly be successful. Pray- 
er is the evidence and expression 
of the grace we have, as well as 
the appointed method of procur- 
ing what we have not. Who- 
ever, therefore, rests satisfied 
with slight and formal devotions, 
scknowledges that he neither 
possesses the spirit of real reli- 
Vox. VII. No. 10. 
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gion, nor desires to possess it. 
Would any Christian venture to 
make this profession of his char- 
acter before men? Is it less 
alarming to make such a profes- 
sion of it daily before God ? 
There is yet another disposi- 
tion which belongs to prayer, 
far too essential to be omilted— 
love. This is the blessed princi- 
ple which gives to every reli- 
gious exercise, and more especial- 
ly to devotion, a grace, an ex- 
cellence, and a delight which 
nothing else can communicate. 
It is like the “ sacred influence” 
of light in the visible world, 
which cheers and animates eve- 
ry object, which displays a 
thousand charms unknown and 
unimagined, and mingling with 
them its own radiance, more ex- 
cellent than them all, awakens 
a slumbering creation to joy and 
life, adoration and praise. If 
we would find in prayer its full 
blessing and proper happiness, it 
is absolutely necessary that we 
love God fervently. Love in- 
cludes reverence ; it insures ear- 
nestness ; in ils vigorous exer- 
cise it comprehends or implies 
every thing that is requisite in 
prayer. But if love be faint, 
all devotion languishes ; our spi- 
rits are weary, our faith cold, 
our desires feeble, our thoughts 
irregular and distracted. Love 
renders prayer delightful to our- 
selves, and acceptable to our 
Maker. It makes us willing to 
ask, and willing to receive; 
deeply sensible of our past mer- 
cies, and desirous to obtain more, 
not only that we may be richer 
in blessings, but that we may be 
more deeply indebted to Him 
who bestows them, and enjoy 
more abundant manifestations of 
Yy 
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his perfections and goodness. It 
wakes us sensille of a delightful 
complacency in the presence of 
our Great Benefactor, and, con- 
forming us in heart and desires 
to his biessed image, communi- 
cates and periects tirat filial rela- 
tion in which the Father of our 
Lord Jesus delights to regard 
us, that he may deal with us as 
obedient children, holy and ac- 
ceptable in the beloved. 

These are some of the requi- 
sites iu prayer; feebly express- 
ed, faintly delineatad ; but what 
hand can adequately portray its 
true excellenec! Of the objects 
for which we present our suppli- 
cations, it is not possible Lo speak 
with the same, precision. We 
are commanded to ask for spirit- 
ual blessings ; we are allowed to 
supplicate even for temporal 
mercies. But the nature of our 


petitions must necessarily vary 
with our wants, our dangers, our 
spiritual knowledge and expceri- 


ence. Some things, however, 
there are so essential thal they 
can never be absent from ihe de- 
votions of a Christain. For- 
givness of guilt, and protection 
against temptation, as we al- 
ways need, we must always im- 
plore. Grace to fear God and 
to love him, grace to watch a- 
gainst sin, and for advancement 
in holiness, is at least as necessa- 
ry to the sou} as our daily bread 
for the body. But the detail of 
our supplications, and the seurc- 
es and expressions of praize, no 
rules can sufficiently prescribe 
either to ourselves or others. 
Wilh respect lo temporal mer- 
cies, some doubtless are very 
great, and may be innoceatly 
and carnestly implored. For 
these we lille need suggestions ; 
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we are seldom slow to discern, 
or forgcelful to express’ them. 
There are seasons too of difficul- 
ty and distress m which every 
faithful Christian will fly to the 
Throne of Grace fer relief, sup- 
port, instruction. But though 
we are commanded to call on 
God in the day of trouble, and 
encourrged even to hope that 
our prayers for some more spe- 
cial blessivgs will be heard aud 
granted, itis not, I believe char- 
acteristic of a deep picty ora 
comprehensive wisdom to enter 
ordinarily into much detail and 
specification in regard to tempo- 
ral mercies. ‘The greatest de- 
rive their excellence chicily 
from a eonnéction with spiritual 
things ; and it is better to ask 
the end than the means. Nor 
is it possible to live and observe, 
even for a little while, without 
discovering, that of all vanities 
the “ vanity of human wishes” is 
the most strange and pitiable. 
We ask we know not what, and 
ascertain the kindness aud gra- 
cious providence of our licaven- 
ly Father far more frequently in 
disappointing our‘desires than in 
indulging them. ‘The wisdom 
of the salyrist is very old; but 
it was founded on exiensive ob- 
servation ; and the lapse of six- 
teen hundred years has not yet 
effected any substantial altera- 
tions in the character of human 
desires, or the value ef the 
truths which he iuculcated.— 
The general resu!t cannot be 
better given than in the words 
of one of our greatest writers :— 
“Still raise for good the supplicating 
voice, 
But leave to Heaven the measure 
and the choice ; ' 
Safe in Lis hand, whose eye dis- 
cerns from far 
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The secret ambush of the specious 
prayer ; 

Implore his aid, in his decision rest, 

Secure whate’er le gives, he gives 
the best.” 


Tt is always a matter of some 
anxiety with Christians to dis- 
cover what are the evidences of 
a state of grace, that they may 
not deceive themselves in the 
most important of ali enquiries. 
Various criteria have been pro- 
posed ; and undoubtedly, as in 
the natural world it is the un- 
ion of many qualities which de- 
termines an object, and the con- 
bination of many dispositions 
which forms a character, so it 
is the alliance of many graces 
which ascertains the Christian. 
Yet if any one attainment could 
eafely be relied on, asa sufficient 
proof of a truly regenerate spirit, 
perhaps prayer would be entitled 
to that pre-eminence ;—and this 
for two reasons, each of which 
has already incidentally been 
noticed. First, because it im- 
plies habitual watchfulness a- 
gainst sin: secondly, because it 
has its source in spiritual desires, 
and is the expression of spiritual 
affections. It might be danger- 
ous, perhaps, to fix the attention 
too exclusively on any single 
virtue: yet surely these consid- 
erations furnish the most reason- 
able motives for endeavoring dil- 
igently to grow in this blessed 
grace; while, at the same time, 
ihey afferd occasion for very 
anxious solicitude and inquiry 
to all who are conscious that 
ihcir prayers are little better 
than formal exercises, destitute 
of those deep feelings and. earn- 
est aspirations which give to 
devotion its true character. 

Prayer is a very considerable 
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source of Christian experience. 
Many of us can remember the 
lime when in realily we never 
prafed. Most of us, it is to be 
feared, uve couscious of consid- 
erable variations in the freedom, 
the seriousness, and the spiritu- 
ality of our devotions. ‘These, 
doubtless, arise in part from the 
fluctuations of health and spir- 
its. To part loo they may not 
improbably be occasioned (so far 
at least as respects sensible joy 
and consolation) by the differing 
degrees of grace, whici are wise- 
ly dispensed by our great Re- 
deemer wilh relernce to our sit- 
uation and wants, for our disci- 
pline and improvement. But 
by far the most considerable 
cause of the inequalities in de- 
votion which some too frequent- 
ly, and perhaps most Christians 
occasionally, experience, unques- 
tionably is the increase and intru- 
sion of tempers, practices, or pur- 
suits, which are unfavorable to 
holiness. If the heart is soured 
by unkindness, or disturbed by 
the commotion of angry passions, 
can we be surprised that our 
prayers are attended with litle 
profit, and no sensible deiight ? 
When the waves are swept by a 
tempest, will they cease to rage 
merely because the blue vault a- 
bove isserene and lovely? If we 
rise in the morning full of eager 
projects for our worldly advance- 
ment, or lie down at night, flur- 
ried with the rapture, or jaded 
by the fatigues, of unprofitable 
diversions, is it a strange thing 
to find that eur hearts, like our 
knees, are bowed down to earth ; 
that the incense of devotion is 
in our hands, but there is no 
fire to make it stream to Heaven 
a sweet-smelling sacrifice ? Pray- 
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er is the touch-stone by which | 
our lives are tried. It is the 
magic signet that changes ils 
colour at the approach of every 
danger. And these things, in 
their infinitely varying degrees 
aud shades, are the materials of 
Christian experience. We be- 
come acquainted with the order 
of God’s good providence ; with 
our own corruptions, infirmities, 
dangers, habils, and necessilice. 
Happy, happy they, in whom 
the spirit of real devotion is cv- 
er increasing ; who “ grieve not 
the Holy Spirit of God by whom 
they are sealed unto the day of 
redemption ;” who, observing 
the ways of their Heavenly 
Father, and diligently watching 
their own hearts and lives, ‘*con- 
tinue instant in prayer ;” and 
find, in its blessed exercises, an 
ever flowing spring of life, and 
strength, and consolation. ‘They 
are‘the fruitful, the joyful, the 
established Christians. Theirs 
are not the wanderings of earth- 
ly pilgrims, feeble and way-worn, 
Jaborivg up the rude mountains, 
and shrinking beneath the wint- 
ry blast. Theirs is the march 
of angels : 


** On they move 
Indissolubly firm, nor obvious hill, 
Nor straitening vale, nor wood, nor 
stream divides 
Their pertect ranks ; for high above 
the ground 
Their march was, and the passive 
air upbore 
Their nimble tread.” 


Prayer is our chief security in 
seasons of difficulty and tempta- 


tion. Our lives are not long: 
compared with the eternity that 
is opening upon us, they are al- 
most nothing : yet such is our 
present weakness, that we are 
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seldom able to preserve an equal 
tenor even through these short 
portions of existence. Distress. 
es come upon us before we are 
aware, and find us ill prepared. 
Past failures render us justly dis- 
trustful of ourselves; and our 
happiest hours are saddened 
with the thought that perhaps 
temptations may hercafter arise 
too powerful for our strength ; 
or a new state of things insensi- 
bly turn our minds from spiritual 
pursuits, and steal from us the 
little hope and joy we have been 
laboring to attain. Now, Pray- 
er is that blessed mean by which 
a correspondence is maintained 
with God himself, and through 
which spiritual strength and 
knowledge may always be deriv- 
ed from Heaven, propcrtioned 
to our needs. The princess, who, 
by touching a talisman, could 
summon the mightiest Genii to 
her aid, had little reason to be 
afraid of her enemies, though 
otherwise defenceless. A man 
who has liberty to draw without 
limit upon a wealthy friend will 
not be apprehensive of want, 
though his own resources may 
be scanty. Let us not be fearful. 
Elijah was faint with his jour- 
ney, and requested that he might 
die ; but angels brought him 
food from heaven, and in the 
strength of that meat he travel- 
led forty days, even to the 
mount of God. Angels are still 
“ sent forth to minister for them 
who shall be heirs of salvation.” 
God himself is ever present with 
us, ready to hear our petilions, 
and able and ‘willing to perform 
them. How thankful should 
we be that he has condescended 
to appoint a regular medium for 
communication with him. Only 
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Jet us cullivate and improve it ; 
Jet us become acquainted with 
all the power of prayer, and c2- 
pable, by active and unremilting 
exercise,.of proving its full encr- 
gy inthe day of our necessity. 
If this heavenly path be kept 
open and unobstructed, we may 
ercaiup with security, though 





niles. Onr supplies are sate ; 


known what it is to suffer afflic- 
tion? Have we wandered awhile 
in the vale of sadness and des- 
pondency, cryiug to God witha 
faint heart and a feeble voice, 
hopeless perhaps of succor, yet 
deprived of every other refuge ? 
What were then our thoughts ? 
What would have been our reso- 
lutions and promises, had a voice 


‘from heaven offered us deliver- 


we are in uo danger of discom- | ance ? Let us measure our obli- 


' 


fiiure. “I will lay me down in | gations to a grateful piety by 
perce, and take my rest; for it | our own feelings during the sea- 


is thou, Lord, only that makesi | 
me dwcil in safety.” 

There is yet another consid- 
eration which should peculiarly 
endear to us the exercises of de- | 
votioa ;—prayer is our best re- 


son when they were the most 


| just and powerful. Let us think 


of the astonishment, the very 
scorn and indignation, with 
which we should then have re- 
jected the idea of forgetting Him 


source in the hour of affliction. | in prosperity who was our only 
When every other prop of earth- | help insorrow. “ Is thy servant 
ly beppiness is withdrawn, anda dog, that he should do this 
our weakness totters under the | thing ?”—Or have our -years 
pressure of increasing and com-; hitherto flowed on in tranquil 
plicated dist +sses, this heavenly | happiness ? Has our Heavenly 


stay is still present with us, still; Benefactor shed upon us his 
sufficient to sustain us. Jt seems | choicest mercies, and shielded 
even probable that God some- | us from the shafts of destruction 
times permits his servants to} that are raining so thick around 
suffer under privations, and to | us? Yet let us not be blinded by 
witness the destruction of many | the sunshine ef our happiness. 


of their fairest hopes, that they | An hour is fast approaching that 





may ascertain the full measure | 
of their spiritual resources, and | 
learn ‘what is the exceeding 
greatness of his power toward 
them that believe.” All for-: 
getfulness of God involves the | 
guilt of ingratitude; but me-| 
thinks there is something pecul- 





will feelingly convince us how 
frail is the texture of earthly 
felicity, how unstable the dreams 
of youth and fancy. ‘Then who 
will be our refuge ? ‘To whom 
must we raise our eyes for sup- 
port and consolation ? And shall 
we slight Him in our strength, 


iarly heartless, and offensive | who will be the only Protector 
even to our natural sense of jus- | of our weakness ? Even in earth- 
tice and generosity, in that fitful | ly friendships, how dear to us 
and fluctuating piety which can} are those who have comforled 
fly to our great Creator and Sav- | and sustained us under the pres- 
iour in the hour of need, yet| sure of calamities? The affec- 
neglect him in the days of ease | tion which has survived pror- 
and prosperity. Have we then! perity, to which degradation and 
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sorrow have only given new 
warmth and steadiness; which, 
like the queen of night, unveils 
its full beauty when the hours 
of joy and lustre have passed 
away, pouring, as it were, a holy 
light through the damps and 
darkness of adversity ;—such an 
affection, even in this world, pos- 
sesses a sanctity which belongs 
not to common sentiments or 
seasons ; it commands not only 
gratitude, but veneration, and 
would involve the being capable 
of forgetting it in the guilt of 
sacrilege. Let us transler the 
feelings which are familiar to us 
in our earthly relations to those 
higher connectious and depend- 
encies to which religion imiro- 
duccs us; Iet us give to those 
seniiments the amplilude and 
exaltation which they sheuld 
acquire by being allicd to the 
greatest and the best of Beings ; 
and we shall need no other in- 
structors. ‘The voice of nature, 
and the dictates of picty, will, 
for once, be concurrent ; and 
a just instinct conduct us to 
truth. 

It is long before the mind be- 
comes fully persuaded of the 
power of Prayer, and the reali- 
ty of its consolations. Our sen- 
sibility in religion, as in social 
inlercourse, #8 dependent, in 
some measure, upon the consti- 
iutional temperament. Fancy 
can imitate, with the skillof an 
enchantress, every impression, 
sensible or spiritual; and what- 
ever be the persuasion of the 
presence and agency of God, 
which is experienced in the hap- 
pier hours of devotion, it is not 
unnatural that doubts should af- 
terwards arise, and some appre- 
hension be felt lest we yield our- 
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selves looreadily toa delightful 
illusion. It is probable that the 
danger of mistake in this, as jy 
other branches of religious 
knowledge and experience, was 
intended by our Heavenly In 
structor for our discipline and im. 
provement ; —to teach us hu- 
mility, caution, diffidence ; to 
awaken a rational anxiety after 
truth ; to inculcate the necessi- 
ty of watchfulness ; to stimulate 
apd to reward that steady dili- 
gence which is one of the best 
evidences of our own sincerity 
in his service. A hasty persua- 
sion of questionable truths, a 
rapid and undoubling surrender 
of the mind to convictions of the 
highest moment upon slight and 
disputable evidence, is neither 
charactcristic of a just under- 
standing, nor of that serious, mo- 
dest, and somewhat scrupulous, 
temper, which is generally alli- 
ed to the best graces of Chris- 
tianity. Yet the reality of those 
blessed communications which 
descend, in prayer, upon the 
humble and fervent suppliant, is 
in no maiuner rendered doubtful 
by the possibility of mistaking 
them. These are guaranteed to 
us by the faithfulness of the Re- 
velation of God; and they have 
been authenticated, in every age, 
by the testimony of the most 
pious and spiritua) Christians. 
Let us earnestly endeavor s0 
“to watch unto prayer,” that we 
may enjoy also the rational evi- 
dence of our own experience. 
Religion docs not merely enjoin 
duties ; it communicates priv- 
ileges ; it imparts blessings. The 
Apostle of the Gentiles prayed 
for his converts, “ that they 
might be filled with all joy and 
peace in believing ;—that they 
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might abound in hope, through 
the power of the Holy Ghost.” 
St. Peter appealed to the experi- 
ence of believers,—* if so be ye 
have tasted that the Lord is gra- 
cious.” The beioved Disciple 
declared, “ Verily our fellowship 
is with the Father, and with his 
jon Jesus Christ.” There isa 
practical conviction of the real- 
ity of heavenly things “a sober 
certainty of bliss,” which ex- 
ceedingly differs from that gen- 
eral, though undisputing, assent 
to the great truths of Revela- 
lion, with which we are far too 
willing to rest satisficd. In the 
ordinary economy of  Provi- 
dence, it is the reward of a dili- 
gent inquiry into the will of God, 
and persevering activity iP his 
service. It is especially the 
fruit and the reward of Prayer; 
and if no other duties or advan- 
tages connected themselves with 
that blessed exercise, this would 
certainly be sufficient to render 
it the delight of every experien- 
ced Christian. For what can be 
more truly desirable than to at- 
tain to a perception of that licht 
and peace which, in their full 
measure, belong to a higher con- 
dition; what more excellent 
than that occupation which con- 
nects the service with the enjoy- 
ment of God, the duties of this 
life with the glories of a better ? 
{ Ch. Ob. 
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Messrs. Editors. 

SHoutD you judge the fol- 
lowing extract of a letter frem a 
Lady in Virginia to her Brother 
in Connecticut, worthy of a 
place in your useful publication, 
it is at your disposal, 
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Virginia, August 6th, 1814, 
DEAR BROTHER, 

YOUR letter, bearing date 
July 9th, came to us the 29th of 
the same month. Never was a 
letter more acceptable. With 
regard to your inquiries, 

ist. * Where are you ?” 

I answer, in Virginia, connty 
of Monongalia, the capital of 
which is Morgantown. We live 
one-fourth of a mile from the 
bounds of Maryland, and twe 
hundred miles southwest from 
ialtimore. 

Quesi. 24. “ What ministers 
are in your vicinity ?” 

4ns. One Baptist, who, I have 
been informed, lives about four- 
teen miles from us, and preaches 
there ove sermon in each month, 
The only preaching that I have 
heard of nearer than that since EF 
came here isseven miles distant; 
where a Methodist preaches one 
sermon every two weeks. But 
such is the badness of the roads, 
and the difficulty of leaving my 
babes, that I have not heard 
him. 

Quest. 34. “ What Missiona- 
ries have you seen ?” 

Ans. None! Nor eanI hear 
that but one Presbyterian or 
Congregational minister ever 
passed this way. That was a- 
bout two years since. The in- 
habitants speak of him in terms 
of the highest respect. But I 
really believe that a person 
would be more likely to obtain 
salvation in Hindostan than 
here. Indeed, I cannot tell why 
this dismal part of our land has 
been so utterly neglected by 
those best and most charitable 
of institutions, the Missionary 
Societies. 

It cannot be said of these as 
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it truly may be of the people in | 
the lower counties of this Stute ; 

they have money and inforima- 

lion, and it is altogether their 

own fault that they have not 

the gospel ; but here they have 

neither. 

Many men and women, some 
more than thirty years of age, 
were born among these moun- 
tains, or brought here when 
quite young, who never heard a 
Presbyterian minister preach, 
and very seldom any other, and 
even know not their letters. 
Many heads of families and their 
numerous offspring cannot read 
at all; and there is no school 
within Lwelve miles. 

Oh, my brother! How my 
beart bleeds for the precious 
immoitals around us, buried in 
ignorance, sin and stupidity ; and 
also for myself and family. 

Can you not be spared a lit- 
tle while from your charge to 
visit us ? Can you not intercede 
for us in this dark benighted 
region, to the Trustees of the 
Missionary Society ? Can you 
not take a short mission and in 
your tour come to us? Do not 
forget us, Tintreatyou. If you 
cannot come yourself; cannot 
some one be sent? I know of 
no place where such labors are 
more needed. 

4th. You ask, * What are the 
religious sentiments and _prac- 
tices of the people, and how is 
the Sabbath regarded ?” 

By this time I think you can 
anticipate my answer, though 
I can say their conduct is mach 
bettcr than I could expect from 
them, considering human nature 
and their want of advantages. 

They generally admit the 
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religion is a fine thing; wish 
they could have preaching on 
the Sabbath; and be favored 
with schools, and seem to regret 
that they cannot read. They 
plead their poverty and distance 
from each other as their excuse 
for not having these things. 
They are in general very friend- 
ly and hospitable. And though 
they do not pretend to labor 
on the Sabbath ; yet it is their 
custom, and one which prevails 
in Maryland and Virginia, to 
visit, do errands, and make bar- 
gains on that day. 

You ask “ What are our infiu- 
ence and example ?” I fect 
thankful I can- tell you that we 
are not inclined to follow their 
exaMiple. But always when 
they invite us to visit them on 
the Sabbath ; we te}} them plain- 
ly what we think of it, and give 
them our reasons why we think 
s0. When they come to visit 
us, we read to them some good 
book, and endeavor to converse 
with them upon divine things. 

But so wicked and deceitful is 
my heart that I have to lament 
my own unfaithfulness. I am 
so stupid, that the things which 
I know I need often to be told; 
and alas, there is nothing here 
to stir up the mind to ought but 
gricf. 

I am happy to find that my 
companion also feels the want of 
what we cannot here enjoy. An: 
I often fee! that I had rather be 
an honest beggar among pocr 
people than to spend my days, 
and bring up and leave my dear 
babes, in such a place as this. — 

Oh, my brother! I think di- 
vine ordinances never appeared 
more precious than since I have 
been here. I do not believe it 
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common for persons to estimate 
the glorious privileges of the 
blessed gospel as they ought, un- 
til they have been deprived of 
them, after having loved and en- 
jeyed them. It appears to me 
at times as though I could not 
endure to spend one Sabbath, 
und month and year after anoth- 
er, shut up in this wilderness ; 
with my children growing up by 
me, and not be ableto lead them 
to the house of God. 

I make it my practice to walk 
alone into a little grove of oaks, 
and especially on the Sabbath, 
at the hour I think you are go- 
ing to the house of God; there 
I think I feel somewhat as the 
children of Israel did when they 
hanged their harps on the wil- 
lows and exclaimed: “If I for- 
get thee, O Jerusalem, let my 
right hand forget her cunning. 
If Ido not remember thee, let 
my tongue cleave to the roof of 
my mouth : if I prefer not Jeru- 
salem above my chief joy.” 
There I reflect that my sins 
have justly deserved aH this 
and much more. And it ap- 
pears to me that I am suffering 
this banishment awhile, to teach 
me the value of what ! did not 
rightly improve. At present I 
can see no way of escape. But 
while I live I hope I shall not 
cease to pray for deliverance till 
itcome. I think I never long- 
ed for any thing more than I 
now dotolive where I could at- 
tend public worship, where the 
Christian graces are in lively ex- 
ercise, where I could once more 
enjoy the society of pious and 
enlightened people. 

And now, Brother, you know 
our siluation, feelings, and wauts. 
We beseech you strive together 

Vor. VII. NO. 10. 
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with us by your prayers, that 
God would turn again our cap- 
tivity, forgive our sins, and make 
the evening of our lives more 
comfortable and useful for Jesus’ 
sake. 

24+o— 
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HE holy Scriptures being a 

sure word of prophecy, and 

the great source of all religious 
knowledge, they only infallibly 
teach “ what we are to believe 
concerning God.” They liberally 
dispense the comforts of God’s 
promises to his suffering and af- 
flicted people ; yet, with equal 
plainness and precision, dcclare 
his threalenings to the impeni- 
tent, and denounce the heaviest 
judgments against wicked and 
incorrigible uations. While they 
testify the grace of the gospel, 
they hold forth the awful terrors 
ofthe law ; and not only preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord, 
but the day of vengeance of our 
God. That vindictive justice is 
an essential attribute in the char- 
acter of God, is uniformly taught 
in his word. This is often ex- 
pressed iu the divine threaten- 
ings by the term vengeance ; as 
in the following passages: Zo me 
belongeth vengeance and recom- 
pense. Iwill render vengeance 
to mine enemies. The Lord hath 
taken vengeance for thee of thine 
cnemes. The righteous shall re- 
joice when he sceth the vengeance. 
He will not spare inthe day of 
vengeance. J mill take ven- 
geance, and I will not meet thee as 
aman.* It highly concerns us 


* Deut. xxxii. 35, 41. Judges xi. 
36. Psalm xxxviii. 10. Prov. vi. 24. 
Isaiah xlvii. S. 
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then, to weigh well, and correct- 
ly define the nieaning and extent 
of this term, when cxpressing 
the vindictive justice of God. 
‘Lhe word vindictive, as qualifying 
divine justice, is obnoxious to 
imany peeple; and even by some 
niinistcrs and religious professors, 
erased from the Christian vocab- 
lary, a3 wholly inadmissible, if | 
not blasphemous. Prejudice, | 
however, is much concerned in | 
this case. And alas! its inis- | 
chievous sifiuence, ina greater | 
or less degree, is extended to ev- | 
ery description of men. ifven | 
the sincere enquirer after truth, | 
is uot whally set free from ils. 














love and embrace the truth as it 
is in Jesus. ‘The word vindictive, 
in. the sense il is generally used 
to describe the characters oj 
men, is a term of reproach.— 
When it is said of any map, 
that he is vindictive, we under. 
stand by it, that his character js 
au opposile to that which is 
meek, placable, and forgiving— 
that he is implacable, revengelul, 
and cruel—quick to resent a re- 
al, or supposed affront, and bens 
upon returning as great, or a 
greater injury. Hence, it is ea- 
sy to recognize in this, a source 


| of prejudice against the term, in 


ils present use. But is any such 


ee ~ Mires : Pw ‘ 
blinding effecis. We are liable | thing expressed’ or intended, 


to different understandings of the 
same word. ‘This frequently oe- 
curs, and isa fruitful source of 
contention and dispute. This 
vbservation, periiaps, applics as 
much to Uic present term, as to 
almost apy in use among theo- 
logical writers. ‘The author, 
therefore, wishes not to appear 
so bigoted, or sclf-willed, as to 





quarrel for a word, when search- 
jug for truth, aud honestly en- 
deavoring lo impart useful in- 
struction to his fellow men. It 
is nol a scripture term, is con- 
c-ded ; and itis used, only be- 
cause it expresses, when righUy 
understood, an important Scrip- 
ture truth. They whe deny | 
the vindictive justice of God, are | 
either opposed to the thing itself, 
in realily ; or to sometiing un. | 
jatended by the expression, 
through a mere misapprehension 
of the term. ‘The latter crror 
may be removed by the help 
of a good theological dictienary ; 
but the former can be effectually 
conected only by that power 
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which brings the sinful heart to 


when we say, that the Mos? 
liigh is « God of vindictive jus- 
tice? No more than when we 
say, that he is a sovereign, we 
mean a tyrant. The English 
language is, perhaps, as copious 
and definilive as any spoken ou 
earl ; yet, such is the imperfec- 
tion and sterility of allhumon 
languages, that among the iuti- 
nitely varied objects of human 
knowledge aud research, it is 
ippossivic, but that, in many in- 
slances, the same word must, and 


| will be used in two, or more very 
different and, perhaps, opposite 
senses. This imperfection of lan- 
| guage, howe ver, need create no 


difficulty, if but’ candid and 
honest, we are not disposed to 
cavil unreasonably, nor to dark- 
en counsel by words without 
knowledge. Ifthe rubbish and 
stumbling blocks be now remov- 
ed, we are to go on our way, and 
need tarry no longer at the 
gate. 

That attribute of God, which 
we term his Justice, respects h:s 
character as Lawgiver, moral 
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Governor, and Judge ; and con- 
sists in his doing perfectly right 
towards all his rational crea- 
tures, and treating them accord- 
ing to their characters. His Jaw 
is the eternal rule of rectitude, 
established in the very nature 
and fitness of things; avd while 
ilisplaying the infinitely pure 
and holy character of the great 
Tawgiver, marks out the path of 
duty to his intelligent creatures. 





‘There is,-in.the very nature of 
things, a certain connection be- | 
tween holiness and happiness. | 
and between sin and misery. 
But, beyond all this, God hath 
enforeed his law, by the sanction 
of infinite rewards and punish- 
ments. He hath promised cler- 
nal life to the obedient, and 
threatened eternal death to the 
transgressor, ‘ The law,” saith 
the apostle, “speaketh -on :this 
wise, the man that doeth these 
things shall live by them.” “If 
thou wilt enter into life,” said 
Christ, “keep the command- 
ments.” And the awful lan- 
guage of the threatening is, 
* Cursed is every one that con- 
tinueth notin all things written 
in the book of the law to do 
them.” Now, the justice of God, 
as an inherent, invisible perfce- 
tion in the divine mind, consists 
in his fixed disposition, and un- 
changing determination, to abide 
strictly by that eternal rule of 
right which he hath given to his 
creatures ;—to honor and sup- 
port his law; and the manifes- 
tation of his justice is made by 
sensible effects in his govern- 
ment—by the actual perform- 
ance of his promises in the con- 
ferment of good to the obedient, 
and the execution of his threat- 





enings, by inflicting evil upon 
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the disobedient. “ Then -shall 
ye return and discern between 
the righteous and the wicked, be- 
tween him thal serveth God, and 
him.that serveth him not.” Ina 
the bestowment of happiness and 
glory upon the holy angels, God 
manifests his infinite love of ho- 
liness, in the display of his re- 
warding justice. In inflicting 


‘the penalty of -his law on wick- 


ed men and devils, he executes 
his threatenings, and displays his 


justice ;—but this we vame his 


vindictive justice. 

Here, an inyportant distinction 
is-to be made—and that is be- 
tween punishment and correc- 
tion. Much darkness is iatrodu- 
ced into this subject by con- 
founding them. Punishment is 
indeed the highest and most aw- 
ful kind of correction; but cer- 
rection is not always punish- 
ment. Punishment is designed 
merely to vindicate the honor of 
the divine law and government, 
and is therefore simply vindic- 
live. Corrections manifest God’s 
hatred of sin, and in all instan- 
ces, are either designed, or cal- 
culated, in their proper and nat- 
ural tendency, for the good of 
their subject ; and to the right- 
eous, they are indirect though 
assured tokens of God’s covenant 
loveand mercy. They are there- 
fore, disciplinary. In the one 
case God acts in the character 
ef an inexorable judge, execu- 
ting the penalties of the law, up 
on. the enemies of the state: In 
the other as a faithful, benevo- 
lent parent, seeking the interests 
of his family, and chastening his 
children for their individual 
good. Every evil suffered by a 
rational creature, is a token of 





God’s displeasure wilh the por 
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son suffering. There never has | God’s anger against sinners ; no; 
been but one exception to this| doth he ever take vengeance 
rule, and that was in the case of | upon them; though he hath so 
the holy Jesus. But in this | often and so awfully expressed 
world of probation and trial; in|it in the threatenings of his 
this mingled state of things, in| word ;—yea, there is no mor: 
which all things come alike to| vengeance manifested, in the 
all ;—all are guilty, and all, in| sufferings of the damned, than 
a greater or less degree, are suf-| in the evils, which he sends upon 
ferers. ‘I'he distinction of moral| his own children in this world ; 
characters not being made in| but it is ullimatecly in mercy to 
Providence, most of the evils, them, that he sends them to hell, 
suffered are disciplinary, or cor-| inasmuch as he designs it to 
rective—yet not all. This rule | bring them to repentance and 
then may serve as an infallible | salvation. Is there no moral 
criterion, or note of distinction | difference, then, between the 
between disciplinary and vindic- | correction, which a parent in- 
tive punishment, wz: Those | flicts upon an offending child, 
evils, which are or may be im- | and the sentence passed by the 
proved by the subjects of them, | law upon a malefactor condem- 
to their repentance, reformation. | ned to capital punishment? Js 
and spiriiual benefit, are disetpli- | it, in tender mercy to the mur- 
nary; they are manifestations of | derer, and designed for his good, 
ihe mercy, as well as of the jus-| that the justice of his country 
tice of God. But those judg-|suspends him upon a gallows, 
ments, which, io their very na- | and deprives him of life ? If so, 
ture, preclude the sufferers from | his execution ceases to be a pun- 
reaping any benefit by them, are | ishment, and is merely a saluta- 
displays of justice merely ; and | ry correction. 
in the fullest sense vindictive. And when we look immedi- 
There are many who resolute- | ately to the government of God, 
ly contend, that vindictive jus- | and view his dealings with na- 
tice, in the sense here explained, | tions, and with individuals in this 
makes no part of God’s charac- | world, is there nothing but cor- 
ter, in the government he exer- | recting mercy, and no vindictive 
cises over mankind in the pres- | justice displayed in the judg- 
ent state ;—but, that all the} ments which he brings upon 
evils he sends on mankind, in| them? When he drowned the 
this world, are disciplinary. One | old world with a flood of waters, 
class of Universalists, indeed, cx- | and sent the spirits of the antedi- 
tend the sentiment to the future | luvian sinners to the prison of 
world, and say, that all the suff- | hell, was this merely parental 
erings of the damned in hell, are | discipline, and designed only for 
disciplinary, and the chosen | their good ? When he destroyed 
means, inthe wisdom and mercy | the filthy Sodomites, by a storm 
of God, to bring them all, at| of fire and brimstone, was this 
length, to repentance and salva-| in tender mercy to their souls, 
tion. But, if this be true, there | and calculated to bring them to 
is no such thing as vengeance, in| repentance, and reform them 0! 
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their abominations? When for 
the punishment of those ancient 
rebels against the Lord, Korah, 
Dathan, and Abiram, the carth 
opened her mouth, and swallow- 
ed them up; was there uo ven- 
geance exhibited in this awful 
scene ? And so also, in the vari- 
ous judgments God exercised 


upon the Israelites, whose car- | 
cases fell in the wilderness ;—in | 


the extermination of the Canaan- 
itish nations—in the destruction | 
of Babylon; and in his judg- | 
ments on the Jews, and innumer- 
able other instances of the kind, 
which appear on the pages both 
of sacred and profane history, 
and have occurred inevery age 
of the world, is there in all these, 
nothing but the chastening rod 
of fatherly discipline to be recog- 
nized ? If so, all distinctions be- 
tween the mercy and the justice 
of God are entirely done away ; 
his promises and his threatcnings, 
his rewards and bis punishmeuts, 
are blended in one undistinguish- 
able confusion ; and nothing ei- 
ther from his word, or his works, 
can be learned by creatures, of 
the character of the great Jeho- 
vah, as a lover of righteousness 
und hater of iniquity. But, 

“Verily he is a God that judg- 

eth righteously in the earth ;” 
and his judgments are ever ac- 
cording to truth. Though he | 
forgiveth iniquity, and trans- | 


gression and sin, and bestows | 


mercy on the penitent, yet he 
will by no means clear the guil- 
ty. His character, as a sin-ha- 
ting, and a sin-punishing God, is 
uniformly expressed in his word, 
and declared in terms the most 
definite, striking, and impressive, 
which human language can fur- 
nish, or the human mind con- 
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ceive. Itis the very expression 
of his law, confirmed by the ex- 
ecution of his threatenings, and 
by sensible fruitsivn his govern- 
ment, displayed in colors bright- 
er than sunbeams. His displeas- 
ure against the wicked is real, 
and as great as he declares. I is 
threatenings are not designed 
| merely to excite the fears, and 
awe the feclings of his creatures, 
| by expressing an anger which he 
does not feel, and holding forth 
a punishment, which he never 
| designs to inflict. He is a God 
of trath. His threatenings are 
assure and unfailing as bis prom- 
ises. He will maintain the hon- 
or of his Jaw, by taking ven- 
eeance ov his enemies; and his 
character, as a God of vindictive 
justice, shines with a glory no 
less amiable, than it is- awful. 
“JT will take vengeance and I 
will not meet thee as a man,” isa 
solemn threatening, which the 
mouth of the Lord hath spoken. 
Neither is this an insulated, or 
solitary example, in which by 
the comparison of counteracting 
Scriptures, the phraseology may 
be exp] sined, and soflened down 
to a meaning less awful and ter- 
\rific. It stands supported and 
confitmed by the whole current 
of Scripture testimony, and ap- 
| pears the uniform sense in which 
| the word is used throughout the 
sacred volume. The vergeance 
of God expresses his vindictive 
justice ; and his taking ven- 
geance is lis ctornally inflicting 
condign punishmebt upon the 
cuilly. Ttis not,in a single in- 
stance, used lo describe the cor- 
rections, he sends upon his chil- 
dren, in covenant faithfulress, 
and fatherly chastisement ; nor 
any of those evils, which, in his 
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providence, he brings upon his 
creatures, Where the subjects of 
them can, or may, or do improve 
thei to their reformation, and 
spiritual benefit: —but vengeance 
is judgment without mercy, and 
enforces the whole penalty of the 
law, to the ulter destruction of 
ihe sinner. <A few passages eut 
of the many, will establish this 
position, and to the serious and 
attentive reader, wiil need no ex- 
position nor comment. * To 
we belongeth vengeance and re- 
compense : Their foot shall slide 
in due time ; for the day of their 
calamily is at hand, and the 
things that shall come upon 
them make haste. lor, 1 lift 
up my handto heaven and say, 
J live for ever; if I whet my 
glittering sword, and my hand 
take hold on judgment, I will 
render vengeance to mine ene- 
mics,and will reward them that 
hate me.” Deut. Xxxxii. 35, 40. 
&c. “QO Lord God, to whom 
wengeance belongeth, O God, to 
whom vengeance belongeth,shew 
‘thyself: lift up thyself, thou 
judge of the earth render a re- 
ward to the proud.” , Psalm 
xciv. 1. * Fiee out of the midst 
of Baby lon, and deliver every 
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saan his soul; be not cut off iu 
her iniquity ; for this is the time 
of the Lord’s vengeance, he will 
render unto her a recompence.— | 
Make bright the arrows ; gath- 
er the shields. The Tord hath 
yaised up the spirit of the kings 
of the Medes, for his device is 
agzipst Babylon, to destroy 
it ; because it is the vengeance 
of the Lord, the vengeance 
of his temple.”—Jcrem. li. 6— 
11. “And TI will lay my ven- 
geance upon Edom by the hand 





of my people Israel, aad they 


POor, 


shall do in ‘Edom according te 
mine anger, and according te 
my fury and they shall kuow 
my vVeugeance, saith the Lord 
God.” Lzektel xxv. 14. 
Surely we cannot now mistake 
what is meant by God's ta! aking 
vengeance, nor who are the snib- 
jects of his awful threatenings. 
Wicked, impenitent, and incor- 
rigible sinners are the objects of 
God’s vindictive justice. he 
evils he sends upon them, are tie 
fruits of vengeance, and not of 
mercy. ‘They are not designed 
to reclaim, but utterly to destroy 
them. His threatenings respect 
not merely the present. but tie 
future world. They reach to eter- 
nity. Their sufferings here are 
but asa sip of the cup of trem- 
bling—the beginning of sorrows ; 
a few scattering drops. before the 
impending and elernal storm of 
divine wrath: For the fire 
which is kindled in God’s anger, 
shall not only consume tie 
earth, with her increase, and set 
on fire the foundations of the 
mountains, but it shall burn to 
the lowest hell. The almighty 
power of God makes him a most 
formidable enemy. The threat- 
ening of national calamities im- 
pliesa threatening of eternal pur- 


|ishment to all the workers of 
| iniquity, all the incorrigibly im- 


penitent. Those are awful words 
indeed, J mild not meet thee as 
aman. They imply God's im- 
mediate agency. By the instru- 
mentality of men, he had pun- 
ished and destroyed the Babylo- 
nians as a nation; but this aw- 
ful desolation speaks a language 
of further extent. It implies 
that God would take them into 
his own hand, and be the imme- 
diate executioner of his own 
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vengeance. I will not meet 
thee asa man from whom thou 
inightest flee and escape—whose 
power thou mightest resist, or 
evade his justice, or move his 
compassion to spare thee. See 
what a fearful thing it is to fall 
into the hands of the living 
God. Impenitent reader, bring 
this subject home, and apply it 
faithfully to thy conscience.— 
Let it be deeply impressed upon 
thy mind, aml strive to realize 
thine own relation to, and infi- 
nite interest in a judgment day, 





and a world of eternal retribu- 
tion. O ye careless and secure,. 
awake Lo a sense of your charac- 
ter, and the awfu) danger of your 
situation. Fiee for refuge to lay 
hold on the hope set before you 
in the Gospel: And while the 
wicked tremble to meet God as 
their judge, let his people rejoice 
in him as their Redeemer, whose 
perfections are all engaged for 
their happiness, and eternai glo- 
ry, Unrough. Jesus Christ our 
Lord. LEVI. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Eutracts from Important Commu- 
nications lately received by the 
Cominittee of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society. 

i. Letter from the english Bible 
Society at Amsterdam. April 
26, 1814. 

Patron, 


[lis Royal Highness the Meredita- 
ry Prince of Orange, &c. Ke. 


Dear Sir, 


‘Tue Exerisu Brace Socre- 
Ty in Holland have instructed us 
lo request you to announce the 
formation and the progressive 
prosperily of that Institution to 
the Committee of the British 
aiid Loreign Bible Society, which 
we are happy to acknowledge as 
our Venerabie Parent. We are 
also directed to transmit you the 
accompanying copy of our Pro- 
visional Constitution, &c. for the 
inspection of your Committee, 
tue favor of whose correspond- 
eiice We soiicit, to assist us i 





promoting the object of our As- 
sociation. The English Bible 
Society have further charged us 
to beg that you will have the 
gooducss to convey the expres- 
sions of their heart-felt gratitude 
to your beneficent Commiltee, 
for the seasonable supply of 250 
Bibles, and 1000 New ‘Testa- 
ments, which they have gene- 
rously presented to our Infant 
Institution. 

This liberal donation will be 
as acceptable to those for whom 
it is ultimatcly designed, as it is 
honorable to the bountiful Do- 
nors. It will gladden the hearts. 
of many who were denied the 
opportunity of procuring the 
Scriptures in their vernacular 
tongue, while they possessed the 
means of payingfor them, and 
who are now destitute of these 
means, While that opportunity 
is restored, 

The Commitice of the English 
Bible Society, at whose disposal 
the said Bibles and Testaments 
were placed, immediately for- 





Letter from Prince 


warded 75 Bibles and 150 ‘Tes- 
taments to Rotterdam, and 25 
Bibles and 50 Testaments to the 
Hague, where they were most 
joyfully received by the British 
Clergymen, entrusted with their 
distribution among the poor of 
their respective flocks. Of your 
abundance we are daily admin- 
istering to the indigent Mem- 
bers, connected with the English 
Church in this place; and we 
shall not fail to supply the scrip- 
tural wants of your countrymen 
in the remaining cities round 
about Amsterdam, and in all the 
regions of the United Nether- 
lands beyond the Maas. 

If circumstances, over which 
they had no control, prevented 
the inhabitants of this country, 
till the eleventh hour, from par- 
ticipating in that strife of love, 
which has avimated and united 
so many associations of Chris- 
tians in circuiating the Holy 
Scriptures, their exertions, we 
are confident, will, on that ac- 
count, be the more zealous and 
indefatigable ; and the period, 
we hope, is not remote, when, 
in their labors of love, they 
will not be a whit behind the 


Alexander Galitzin. [ Ocr. 
and for the love of the Spirit, 
that ye strive together with us 
in your prayers to God for us; 
and be assured, that we cease not 
to give thanks for you, making 
mention of you in our prayers, 
that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of giory, may 
give unto you the spirit of wis- 
dow and revelation in the know- 
ledge of him. 
We are, dear Sir, with regard, 
Your sincere friends, and 
devoted humble servants, 
A. Macintosu, 
W. H. Norruenrvs. 


2. From Prince Alexander Galit- 
sin, President of the St. Peters: 
burg Bible Society. St. Peters- 
burg, Jan. 20, 1814. 


My Lord, 

Tur Committee of the &t. 
Petersburg Bible Society have 
charged me. on the occasion of 
the departure of the Rev. John 
Paterson for England, to write 
to your Lordship, in order to 
‘express their most unfeigned 
| gralilude to the British and Fo- 
| Teign Bible Society, for having 
sent hither this worthy Mem- 








very chiefest promoters of Bible | ber, whose attention and cares 
Societies. Their Jabors will have been so hearty and so suc- 
be facilitated by the local prox- | cessful for the benefit of the Bi- 
imity of England and Holland, | ble Society in Russia. 
and by the constant intercourse | The first year of the existence 
which the renewal of their po-| of this our Society has beer al- 
litical union has opened between | ready signalized by very nume- 
both natious ; at the same time, | rous and considerable enterpriz- 
we anticipate the happiest ef-|es and actions. Beside the 
fects from the godlike exam- | distribution of the Holy Serip- 
ple, the sage counsel, the liberai; tures in different Janguages 
bounty, and the fervent prayers | throughout several countries ol 
of the Committee of the British | this extensive Empire, the Com- 
aud Foreign Dible Society. mittee have parily begun and 
Now we beseech you, breth-} partly andertaken to print them 
rea, for the Lord Jesus Christ, | in the Sclavouic, German, Tu 
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nish, French, Polish, Armenian, 
ond Kalmuck or Mongol languag- 
es. ‘The wumber of Members 
and Benefactors in this salutary 
work iucreases daily ; the most 
distant provinces of Russia are 


emulaling the nearest in active - 


contribution towards the success 
of it; and the light of the Word 
of God begins to iiluminate the 
cottages of the poor, the asy- 
tums of the helpless, the hospitals 
and the prisons. The prisoners 
of war partake of it; even the 
Ifeathen and Mahometaus begin 
to receive and feel it. In the 
mean time, the happy effects of 
the establishment of the St. Pe- 
tersburg Society and ils Com- 
mittee, has been, the production 
of similar Committees, or rather 
parts of our General Committee, 
in several cities of Russia, such 
as Moscow, Riga, Yaroslaff, Dor- 
pat, Reval, and Mitau. 

We entertain the most san- 
guine hopes from the co-opera- 
tion of these Committecs in our 
general undertakings. 

The Committee, while they 
prostrate themselves before the 
Almighty Giver of all good, who, 
with one hand, hath delivered 
Russia from her outward ene- 
mies, and, with the other, plant- 
ed in her bosom an institution 
for disseminating more effectual- 
ly Ilis word, acknowledge with 
u heartfelt satisfaction the in- 
struments of his Holy Decrecs. 

The British and Foreign Bible 
“ociely have acquired a sacred 
right to the everlasting gratitude 
sof the Society of St. Peters- 
burgh; which cannot at the 
same time but give a salemp tes- 
timony to the indefatigable co- 
operation of their Member, the 
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Address from the Bible Society at Abo in Finland. 





Rev. John Paterson, in their 
splendid successes. 

Accept, my Lord, of the assu- 
rance of my esteem and imost 
unfeigned respect for your per- 
son. 

I have the honor to be 
Your Lordship’s most humble 
And most obedient Servant, 


Prince ALEXENDER GALITZIN. 
To the Rt. Hon. Lord Teignmouth. 


3. Address from the Bible Society 
at .4bo in Finland. March 
29, 1814. 


Beloved Christian Friends, and 
Honoured Members of the 
London Bible Society ; 


Ar the time that the Bible 
Society for Finland have the 
greatest satisfaction in transmit- 
ting to the British and Foreign 
Bible Society in London, their 
Report of what they have en- 
deavored to do during the ycar 
1813, in order to gfte effect to 
the kind and benevolent assist- 
ance afforded them by the Lon- 
don Society, for printing, on 
standing types, an edilion of the 
Finnish Bible, they feel it no 
less incumbent on them, to ex- 
press, in the strongest terms, 
their wari and heartfelt grati- 
tude for the further donation of 
2001. sterling, so opportunely 
presented to this Society, and 
paid accordingly by the Rey. 


Mr. Paterson in the course of 


last summer, with a view of be- 
ing expended in the purchase of 
Swedish Bibles, for the supply of 
those parishes in Finland, where 
the Swedish still continues to be 
the vernacular language. 
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What this Society has been 
enabled to do, in pursuit of tis 
Jatter object, is related in the 
Report herewith transwitted ; 
und it willever give them the 
highest s:tisfaction to be made 
active instruments ia the hands 
of God for spreading abroad an 
experlinental knowledge of the 
Doctrine cf oun God and Saviour 
Jesus Christ; such only as it is 
revealed to us in its original pu- 
rity in the Sacred Volume. 

Notwithstanding the most dil- 
igent, judicious, and persevering 
zeal, manifested at all times by 
the Rev. Mr. Paterson in the 
affairs of this Society at St. Pe- 
tersburg ; still the casting of the 
printing types proceeded at such 
an unexpected slow rate, as to 
lave cisappointcd both his and 
our fairest hopes. He will him- 
seli report to you the particular 
impediments which caused this 
painful delay. ‘he annexed 
proof-sheet, will however show 
the execution of this edition 
of the Bible; and we beg leave 
to call your kind attention to the 
smallness, of the letter, wiiich al- 
though legible enough by young 
people, will not auswer the pur- 


pose salisfactorily for those of | 


more advanced years ;_ especial- 
jy of such as ia the more distant 
parts of this country iuhabit 
thousands of cottages, which 
have no chimneys, but mercly 
holes through the roof for letting 
out the smoke; and which is uo 
doubt the reason why the eye- 
tight of those inhabitants early 
becomes greatly enfeebled. It is 
with feelings of anxious concern 
for the everlasting good of those 
numerous poor people, that the 
Society contemplate a quarto 


edition, with proportionally lar- | 
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ger lelter-press, as soon as it shall 
please God to enable them to 
undertake this good and needful 
work. 

The Subscriptions and Collec. 
tions towards the Bibie-cause iy 
this poor country, which but 
few years ago, had been desolat- 
ed by war and famine, have 
greatly cxceeded the highest ex. 
pectations of the Society. Por 
this, uo doubt, you will join us 
in blessing God > inasmuch as it 
affords a decisive preef, that the 
prevalence of iniidelily, of iv- 
diderence to Diviue things, and 
of a practical levity, not less de- 
structive than either, has not ex- 
tinguished, in the breast of this 
generally poor, but manly and 
industrious nation, an ardent 
love for the Word of God; and 
a pleasing hope that He will lift 
upon them the light of his recon- 
ciled countenance in Christ, and 
with temporal peace and quiet, 
graut them that peace of God 
which passeth all understanding, 
and which shall end in everlast- 
ing rest ina better world. 

On behalf of the Bible Socicty, 

(Signed) STZINHEIL, 

Governor General of Finland, 

Lieutenant General and 
Commander in Chief of the 
Army in Finlaxd ; Knight 
of the Imperial Order of St. 
Alexander Nevski, First 
Class; and Order of St. 
Anne, First Class, &c. &c. 
President of the Bible Soci- 
ely ia linland. 


The Speech of His Excellency Bay 
ron Rosenblad, one of the Lords 
of the Kingdom of Sieden, 
Mthister of State, Knight and 
Commander Grand Cross of 
all His Majesty’s Orders, &¢. 
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&c. &e.—nhen he took the 
Chair as President of the Evan- 
gelical Socieiy, in the Commit- 
ice, which met at Stockholm, on 
the 5th of October, 1813. 


Gentlemen, 

Wrru sentiments of the sin- 
cerest gratlilude, I now undertake 
the confidential office with which 
your choice has honored me. 1 
am aware of my «eficiencies ; 
and they could not fail to occa- 
sion me great anxiety, even so 
as to make me very doubtful 
whether I ought to accept this 
place among you, when | con- 
sider that I succeed that verera- 
ble andjrevered character, whose 
gréat age has induced him to 
withdraw from a Presidency 
which he has held from the 
commencement of this Society, 
and which, under the blessing 
and favor of Almighty God, 
he has filled, with great advan- 
tage to the diffusion of Gospel 
Light, as well as with much sat- 
isfaction to all the Members of 
the Institution. 

But, Gentlemen, I have con- 
sidered your call as the finger of 
Providence, pointed by that un- 
erring Hand, which, unseen, di- 
rects the conduct of mortals, and 
always with a view to lead them 
nearer to himself. ‘The princi- 
pal part of my life has been oc- 
cupied in my extensive and Ia- 
borious official engagements ; 
and the unceasing care I have 
been obliged to exercise in order 
to accomplish their many im- 
portant duties, has not seldom 
awakened in me the painful re- 
flection, that but a small portion 
of my time had been alike Ia- 
boriously devoted to advancing 
the cause of religion. But now, 
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althouch in the autumn of life, 
a gracious Providence has been 
pleased to open to me a new 
field, and so favored me with an 
opportunity of correcting my 
past neglect : placing me, through 
its kind guidance, within this 
not ouly more cxatted, but alse 
more peaceful sphere of action ; 
in order that 1 may do my part 
in furthering and supporting the 
important objects of this Secicty. 
‘fo do so is my resolution ; nay, 
the very desire of my heart: 
but I feel my own incapacity for 
such a solem work, and rest all 
my hopes of success upon as- 
sistance from our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ—yes, upon 
him alone, who has assured us, 
that he will not quench the 
smallest spark of grace: and 
truely we may all encourage our- 
selves in the certainty of his Al- 
mighty aid, if we follow the 
light of his Hely Spirit, and 
have a single eye and a firm pur- 
pose to promote his glory, and 
to communicate 40 our fellow- 
men a knowledge of salvation by 
faith in His atenement. 

We have outlived the awful 
period when the doctrine of the 
Atonement of Christ was shroud- 
ed in darkness. Mournful was 
the Jot of those who confessed 
His name. For almost an en- 
tire century, did infidelity, with 
unblushing front, deride the re- 
vealed Will of God, and either 
openly or secretly undermine 
the sacred foundations of the 
Gospel doctrine. The deleteri- 


ous poison, having worked its 
way among what are called the 
most enlightened nations of Eu- 
rope, and established its influence 
in their higher circles, soon 
tspread abroad ameng the mass 
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of the people; and rolled on in 
fearful torrents of iniquity, car- 
rying with it a sweeping destruc- 
tion wherever it weni—We have 
truly the most abundant cause 
for thankfulness to a gracious 
God, for having preserved our 
native and from such scenes of 
desolation. We dare not, how- 
ever, deny, that even among us 


were found an increased indiffer- | 
ence to the Word of God; and, | 
with many, a bold contempt of 


it. Nota few were ashamed to 
confess the name of Jesus: and 
have we not ourselves had to 
endure long discourses upon re- 
ligion, in the course. of which we 
hardly heard that blessed naine 
mentioned, before which, how- 
ever, every knee shall bow, 
“whether it be upon earth or 
under the earth?” But the 
promises of God are fulfilling : 
for ‘‘heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but my Words shall 
not pass away,”—(Luke xxi. 
33. And “Upon this rock will 
I build my Church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail 
against her.” Gospel light is 
dawning again on those nations 
where the shadow of death sat 
almost enthroned, and barriers 
are raising against “ the abomi- 
nation of desolation.” 

In a certain country, most 
powerful because of its vencra- 
tion for religion, and consequent- 
ly for the Jaws; where, asa re- 
sult, the welfare of the public 
and individuals rests on the sur- 
est foundation; a Society was 
established, and in times too, 
while the whirlwinds of desola- 
lion were yet laying waste the 
earth; the aim and glorious ob- 
ject of this Society embrace a 
distribution of God’s Holy Word 

















and Gospel Light through the 
whole habitable globe. That 
revered Society, which has also 
held forth its friendly and gene- 
rous hand to our Swedish Evan. 
gelical Institution, has found in 
its zeal and liberality a success 
which so ullerly exceeds the 
power of all human effort, as 
evidently to proclaim—that the 
finger of Gorl is in it: His guar- 
dian care is therein distinctly 
unveiled. 

Warned and roused from their 
indifference by what they have 
experienced of the horrible ef- 
fects of infidelity, several other 
nations have also bestirred them- 
selves, and followed the glorious 
path struck out by the before- 
mentioned honored Society. And 
we, among others, cannot help 
being exceedingly thankful to 
God, that what is called the 
“* New Philosophy,” begins to be 
treated with contempt in our 
native land, and the minds of 
men have taken a favorable turn 
towards better things, 

Under the protection of a 
Government affectionately al- 
tentive to the preaching of the 
pure Gospel of Christ, measures 
are now actively adopted for im- 
proving both the character of 
preaching and the mode of edu- 
cation; and we have often the 
happiness to find, that the best 
gifts of eloquence are no Jonger 
wasted upon dry moral portrails, 
but suitably exerted to honor the 
Giver, by ascribing glory to the 
name of Jesus and his atone- 
ment. 

Gentlemen, you are reaping 
the comfort of that delightful re- 
flection, that from the first mo- 
ment which gave existence to 
your Society, you hays been co- 
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workers wilh liim who alone 
«can bless the works of our hanis, 
and the medilalions of our heart. 
You have sent forth among high 
and low, thousands and ten theu- 
sands of instructive Religious 
Tracts; but what ts infinitcty 
better——the Ifoly Scriptures, | 
that fountain of all true light, | 
which shews us the way to ever- | 
lasting salvation. We know | 
that these precious donations | 
have brought forth much fruit, | 
and been reccived with gyrati- 
tude throughout lhe laud: which 
cannot but be very pleasing Li- 
dings to you, and afford you a 
mighty encouragement to perse- 
vere in well doing. 

‘Eternal Saviour of the world! | 
strengtien and support the de- 
sire thyself hast graciously a- 
wakened in this Society : that | 
all the Members of it may work 
as one man; and, with full pur- 
pose of heart, spread abroad that 
heavenly knowledge, which re- 
cords thy atonement, thy suffer- 
ing, and thy death. Grant suc- 
cess and thy richest blessing to 
all we shall do towards promo- 
ting this great end. We place 
all our reliance on Thee; and 
vest our hope of a gracious an- 
swer to our supplicalions, up- 
on that wonderful love which 
brought Thee into the world to 
save sinners. 


The following Imperial Ukase. or 
Proclamation, was read ai the 
General Meeting of the British 
and Foreign Bible Soctely, on 
Wednesday, May 4, 1814, by the 


Rev. Mr. Pinkerton, from Mos- 





coi, as evincing thelively interest 
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pat 


which the Emperor Alerander 
takes in the cause of relizion. 


Translation. 

Beloved Subjects! A year is 
elapsed since we were culled 
upon to return thanks to God 
for delivering our realms from 
the hands of cruel and powerful 
enemies. Scarcely is the pre- 


'sent year expired, and already 


our victorious banners ave erect. 
edon the banks of the Rhine. 
Europe, which was armed a- 


gainst us, is now voluntarily 


marching withus! All the na- 
tions which lie between Pussia 
and France follow our example; 
and, having united their arms 
with ours, turn them against the 
oppressor of the nations. 

So great a change upon earth 
could oily have been effected by 
the special power of God. The 
destiny of nationsand states rises 
and falls by the power of his Al- 
mighty arm. Who is powerful 
without him ? Who is strong and 
stable, unless by his will? Let 
us turn to Him with our whole 
heart and mind. Let us not be 
proud of our own deeds. Let 
us never imagine that we are 
more than weak mortals, What 
are we ? So long as the hand 
ef God is with us, we are in 
possession of wisdom and might: 
but, without him, we are noth- 
ing. Let all the praise of man, 
therefore, be silenced before 
Hiim. Liet each of us present 
the sacrifice of praise to [Lim to 
whoin it is due. Our true glory 
and honor, is humility before 
Him. We are couvineed that 
each of our faithful subjects al- 
ways feels this, and especially 
after so much Divine goodness 
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has been poured cut upon us. 
Animated, therefore, by these 
sentiments of hu:nility and zeal, 
we ordain, on the present occa- 
sion, that throughout our whole 
Empire, every temple of God 
be opened ; that in every church 
solemn thanksgiving be present- 
ed, on bended knees, to the 
Maker and Disposer of al! things ; 
and that all present tears of 
the warmest gralilude to Him, 
for the uuspeakable mercy shewn 
us. By the power of his Al- 
mighty Arm He hath drawn us 
out of great deeps, and placed us 
on the pinnacle of glory : What 
shall we render unto Him but 
tears of gratitude and joy ! 
(Signed) ALEXANDER. 
Given at the Head Quarters, 
Carlsruhe, Dec. 6, O. S. 1313. 


Swanmary of the cash account of the Britisa anp Forercs Brox 
Society, for the year ending the 31st of March, 1814, as audited. 


N. B. In consequence of the 
extracrdinary encouragement 
given to the operation of the 
British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety in the North of Eurove, 
and particularly in the Rus. 
sian Empire, under the Pat- 
ronage of the Emperor Alex. 
ander, the Committee are ma- 
king a large expenditure, with 
a view to improving the pres. 
ent most favorable circum. 
stances, in that, and other 
parts of the world ; and trust 
they shall be supported by the 
liberal contributions of their 
fellow Christians throughout 
the United Kingdom. 

J. Owen, 
J. Hvuenes, 
C. F. Srernxorr, 

London, May 9, 1814. 


Secreta- 
ries 
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Total net Receipts, exclusive of Sales, ..... . 62,441 8 10 
of which the sum of 53,403/. 8s. was contri- 
buted by Auxiliary Societies. 

Received by Sales, the major part of which was 
for Bibles and ‘Testaments purchased by Bi- 


ble Associations .-..... 


Total net Payments, of which 


soe ereeveeaeeweeve@ 24,774 17 11 





87,216 6 9 
60,8901. 1s. Sd. 


was for Bibles and Testaments in the Lan- 


paid in the course of the current 


Amount by which the Year’s Receipts have 
exceeded the Payments .........+e0+0> 


guages of the United Kingdom ..... 





2,564 5 4 













The Society is under engaments, which will chiefly fall to be 


year (1814) for Bibles and Testa- 


ments to supply Auxiliary Societies, and for general purposes ; 
and sundry Foreign Money Granis, amounting together to about 


28,6001. 
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The Total of Bibles and Testaments issued by the Socicly at 
home, and on the Continent of Europe, is 1,026,845. If to these 
be added 122,000 printed, or printing by Societies on the Conti- 
nent of Europe, aided by the British and Forcign Bible Societ:-, 
the Total will amount to ONE MILLION, ONK HUNDRED AND FIETY- 
EIGHT THOUSAND, EIGHT HUNDRED AND FIFTY Copies. 


Puriher Intelligence concerning the 
British, and Forcign Bible Soci- 
ety, extracted from the ** Chris- 
tiun Observer.” 


ScmeE select Extracts frem the 
€orrespondence of this Society 
since tue publicaticn of the Ninth 
Annual Report have been printed 
and circulated. We propese to give 
the substance of them. 

1. From Coperhagen we learn, 
that the resolution of the Commitee 
to print 5000 additional copies of 
the Icelandic New ‘Testament. was 
on the point of being executed. 
“'Lhis generosity,” it is chserved, 
« towards the poor Icelanders, could 
not have been applicd to rnore de- 
serving objects. Their assiduity in 
reading the Scripturcs when they 
have access to them, and the vene- 
ration in which they hold their con- 
tents, give the fullest anticipatory 
assurance that the grand object the 
committee have in view will be at- 
tained in that island.” It was in- 
sended shortly to send a nomber of 
Bibles and ‘Testaments to Norway, 
where the want of the Scriptures 
was greatly telt. A farmer, eager 
to possess the Bible, had offered a 
cow atthe next market town for 
one, but in vain. “There were none 
for sale, and those who possessed a 
Livle would not sell it for any price. 

2. From Zurich we learn, that the 
“Bible Institution prospers won- 
derfully.” — - 

3. A Bible Society has been form- 
e] at Kanapa in Fisthonia, under 
the patronage of the dean. Jn that 
«isirict, Mr. Paterson states, that 
among 166,000 inhabitants, 200 Tes- 
taments are not tol. found. ‘Thou- 
sands had never seen a New Tes- 
tament, and many pastors had. it 


not in the vernacular tongue; al- 
though there are great numbers of 
very pious people, and, among the 
rest, 11,000 persons connected with 
the United Brethren, in this district. 
An edition of 10,000 ‘Testaments. 
was to be forthwith printed. 

Another Bible Society, to be cal- 
led the Courland Bible Society, has. 
been formed at Mitau in Courland, 
with the full concurrence of the 
pricipal clergy, and under the pa- 
tronage of Count Meden, President 
of the Consistory. ‘Che meeting for 
this purpose took place in the hall 
belonging to the nobles, where per- 
sons of all ranks assembled. The 
business was opened by Count Lie- 
ven, “ The subscription,” says Mr. 
Paterson, “* I hear, will amount to 
about 3060 rubles ; a sum, consider- 
ing what this province has suffered 
by the calamities of war, more than 
dcuble whatever could have been 
expected from the first meeting of 
the Society ; but a fire is kindled 
by the Lord in the Russian empire 
which warms every heart, and in- 


example of their much beloved mo- 
narch.” 

A third society has been formed 
at Riga, through the instrumentali- 
ty of the same indefatigable ser- 
vant of Cluist, Mr. Paterson, in 
which the Consistory and some no- 
blemen took the chief lead. Mr. 
Paterson expects great things from 
this society, which, after that of St. 
Petersburgh, he thinks will be the 
firston the Continent. A fourth sc- 
ciety has been formed at Dorpat, 
and a fifth at Reval, still under the 
same kind of patronage. ‘lhe socie- 
ty ut this last place are about to 

rint a large edition of the New 
Testament, and Mr, Paterson adds, 
“the translation in the Revalian di- 





flames them with zeal to follow the: 
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alect, is supposed to be one of the 
best in Europe.” 

After completing these great ob- 
jects, Mr. Paterson returned to Pe- 
tersburgh on the 23d of July, when 
he found that on “ the same day on 
which the societv was formed in Re- 
Lible Society had been estab- 
in Moseow. At the first 


a a 
Vai, a 


sished 


necting, the Bishop and anumber of | 


his clergy were present, and sub- 
scribed largely. 


Chis Society will prove of greut im- 
portance to the cause in Russia. 
‘here are now seven Bible sacie- 
ere at 
ties in the Russian empire, including 
thatat Abo ia Finiand. 
A peasant, living beyond Moscow, 


had written to Prince Galitzin, the | 


President of the Petersburgh socie- 
ty, begging a large folio Bible to 
read to his family and neighbors, 
and sending five rubles to pay for 
its carrizee. Another peasant offer- 
ed to subscribe 20 rubles yearly, and 
presented the society with some 
leather fer binding the Bibles. 

4. The Rev. I.. Van Kss, the Ro- 
man Catholic Professor ef Divinity 
at Marburg, in giving an account of 
the distribution of 3000 German 
‘Testaments put into his hands by 
the Bible Socicty, cbserves that the 
eagerness to read the Scriptures is 


very great, and the application of | 


the indigent for New Testaments 
very frequent. ‘The bishop had al- 
lowed the introduction of New Tes- 
taments into Catholic schocls, This 
was very Hnportant, as scarcely one 
schoolmaster in twenty was furnish- 
ed witha Bible, and in most schools 
the Bible was not at all to be met 
with. About 8060 copics are want- 
e? for this purpose. * Never,” adds 
this excellent minister, ** were the 


minds of men more accessibie to | 


the Word of Life; never was the 
necessiivy of religious comfort so 
deeply felt; never was the entrace 
of the Kingdom of Heaven more 
widely open thon now.” © If you 
possibly can, afford farther assist- 
ace to us, that the true light and 
knowiedge of Jesus Christ in his Di- 
vine doctrine may penetraie * the 
darkness of the Catholic scheols, 


British and Forcign Bible Society. 


The Bishop public- | 
iy thanxed Mr. Pinkerton for the | 
yart he had taken in the business. 


| seeking the kingdom of God, it as- 
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and the rising generation be trained 
up in pure Christianity, and become 
worthy members of Christ’s king. 
dom.” 

5. The Rev. Dr. Brunmark, Ch D- 
lain to the Swedish Embassy in Lon- 
don, paid a visi to his native coun- 
iryin the sammer. He met witha 
gracious reception from hisown gov- 
ernment, and from his countrymen 
every where in consequence of his 
connexion with the British and Fo. 
reign Bibie Society. The Society at 
Stockhoim haa vrinted 9600 Swedish 
Bibles and 19,000 Testaments, and 
were printing 2000 more Bibles — 
“Lhrough the exertions of Dr. Brun. 
mark, a Bible Society was cstablish- 
ed at Westeras, forWestmania and 
Datecarlia, under the patronage of 
the bishop and clergy of these pro- 
vinces. ‘Lhe Finnish New. Testa- 
ment was printing, and would be 
finished in the antumn. 

6. ‘The convicts on board the 
Three Bees convict rm appear to 
have been greatly benefited by the 
Bibles furnished them by the Socie- 
ty. On the passage, 170 of thein 
united in a letter of thanks to 
the Society. ‘Your gift,” they 
observe, “ gives anew train to our 
ideas, anew object to our hopes: 
convincing us of the necessity cf 
sures us that we ave in no wise Cast 
out.” 

7. In India, many copies of the 
Scriptures had been distributed a- 


mong the native Portuguese, ant 


the present had alwavs been thank- 


| fally received, and in some cases 


with tears of joy and gratitude. A 
number of Dutch Testaments had 
also been distributed among te 

Juteh soldiers, and others, in Java 
“We want words,” it is cbserved, 
* to express with what thankfulness 
they received them, and how dili- 
cently they perused them, especial- 
ty in their hospitals and prisons; tor 
on enquiry, we could scarcely iiud 
one Bible arnong them ajl” 

8 Mr. Butscher, a missicnary, 
wri.es from Sierra Leone, that when 
he was wrecked on his passage out, 
and the natives car the river Gam- 
bia tock possession of the vessel, 
great many other articles, 
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twelve Avabic Bibles, given him by 
the bible Society, fell into their 
hands. He applied toa trader in 
that river to recover them; but it 
was found, that although the natives, 
who are Mohammedans, would sell 
the other articles they had got pos- 
session of, they would not part with 
the Bibles. He offered 82. for one, 
and was refused. ‘Shus, observes 
the Missionary, the word of God 
seems more highly esteemed among 
these Mohaminedans, than in many 
laces where the Gospel of Christ 
hoe been introduced. 

9. Tine Rev. R. E. Jones, Secre- 
tary to the Bible Society at the Isle 
of France, writes, that all the 
French Bibles and Testaments sent 
him had been disposed of, and thata 
supply of double the number was 
wanted. The avidity with which 
the Bibles are purchased, he safs, 
is beyond ail description. 

10. From America there are 
very gratifying accounts, ‘Lhe stu- 
dents of Nassau-Hall College, in 
New Jersey, “ having learned, 
through the medium of the Chris- 
tian Observer, that a Bibic Society 
had been instituted in the Universi- 
ty of Cambridge, in England,” re- 
solved on following the example, 
and have according!y formed a sim- 
ilar societv. ‘Three cther new Bi- 
bie Societies have been instituted in 
the United Siates, making the whole 
number 22. The most interesting 
part, however, of the American 
communications, refers to the fol- 
lowing circumstance. A vessel, in 
which a quantity of Bibles, sent by 
the Bivie Society for distribution in 
Nova Scotia, had been shipped, was 
taken by an American privateer, 
and carried into a port in New Eng- 
land. The Bibles were sold and 
dispersed. The Bible Society of 
Boston, hearing of this incident, 
and “unwilling that the reproach 
of preventig the execution of the 
pious design, for which these books 
were sent out, should fasten on their 
country,” passed a resolution to 
send an equal amount of Bibles to 
Nova Scotia; and directed their 
secretary to express his deep regret, 
“that any occurrence should have 
so long detained so many copies of 
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the ible from their proper destina- 
tion ; and that, to the other calami- 
ties of this disastrous war, there 
should be added any interruption of 
the charitable and munificent labors 
of our fellow Christiaas in Great 
Britain, in diffusing the knowledge 
of the word of Grod.” The sum of 
155/. sterling has accordingly been 
remitted, to replace these Bibles. 
They add :— 

“We have thus done what we 
can toexpress our shame and re- 
grcet at this occurrence, and to re- 
pair the evil which it has occasion- 
ed. We indulge the hope that we 
shall not again have to number it 
among the calamities of a war, in 
which we cannot cease to regret that 
two nations, allied in feelings, hab- 
its, interests, language, and origin, 
should be engaged ; that it counter- 
acts, in any degree, the exertions of 
any of the charitable institutions of 
Great Britian ; or tends to loosen 
or break that golden chain of mutu- 
al benevolence, which ought to bind 
together the diciples of Christ of 
every nation and clime, without re- 
gard to political animosities.” 

11. The number of Bibles issued 
by the British and Fereign Bible 
Society, in the year 1815, is 141,941; 
of Testaments, 159,453 ; in all 301, 
394. The tctal number issued by 
the Society, from the 7th of March, 
1804, to the 3ist of December Jast, 
is, Bibles $77,529, Testaments 590, 
146, in all, 967,675 ; besides 109,400 
copies of the Scriptures, printed on 
the Continent with the aid of dona- 
tions from the Society. 

‘The following is an extract of 2 
letter received from Mr. Paterson, 
dated at St. Petersburgh, Dec. 11, 
1813 :— 

“The zeal of the Bible Society 
here exceeds all description. The 
Petersburgh Society and its branch- 
es, are promoting the printing of the 
Scriptures in ten different languages. 
—ist, In the Kaimuc, in which noth- 
ing was ever printed before. We 
have ali the punches and matrices 
ready, and in the course of a few 
weeks a specimen will be printed. 
—2d, An edition of 5000 copies of 
the Armenian New Testament, the 
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Bbb 





we Ee 


~ wea we 20. > F et ge Be 





394 


tingly set forth in Buchanan’s Re- 
scarches. This is printing at the 
Armenian printing-office, under 
the care of some learned Armeni- 
ans; the third sheet is readv.—5d, 
The Finnish Bible, with standing 
types ; the 8th sheet is ready.—4th, 
The German Bitte, with standing 
types; the 2d sheet is ready.— Sth, 
The Polish New Testament, 5000 
copies commenced.—6th, ‘Che Ca- 
tholic French Bible resolved on, and 
measures taken for printing it-—7th, 
The Sciavenian Ridie, with standing 
types: This I proposed at our jast 
meeting ; my plan was immediately 
adopted ; our we rthy president was 
requesied to make the necessary 
arrangements with the hely synod. 
He obtained the metrepolitan’s con- 
sent, and things are now in a train. 
'Lhis is of more real value than all 
the rest, and wil! prepare the way 
for something still farther. All these 
are executing here, and the entive 
Girection ef them is committed to 
me—8th, he Dorpatian Esthonian 
New Testament.—9rh, The Revali- 
an Esthouian’Testament—10th, The 
Lettanian ‘hestament———All_ com- 
mencing under the direction of the 
Committees in Derpat, Reval, and 
Riga. lfto these you add the Ice- 
Jandic, Swedish, and Lapponian, you 
will Jind the Scriptures are printing 
in thirteen diferent languages. This 
must be encouraging to our friends, 
and excite them to thank God for 
his great mercies, in countenancing 
their endeavors to spread the know- 
ledge of God’s word throughout the 
worid.” 


NEWFOUNDIAND 

We have been favored with a 
Gommnunication from this colony, 
which represents, in feeling terms, 
its destitute state as to spiritual in- 
struction. The writer laments, that 
while British benevolence is so lau- 
dabdlv exerting itself in every direc- 4 
tion for the propagation of Christian- 
ity, Newfoundland should seem to 
be overlooked in its excursive range. 
QOur sitnation, he observes, *tis not 
generally known at home. ‘The 
good people of England are better 
acquainted with the state of religion 
in the islands of the Pacitic Ocean, 
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than in Newfoundland. Ihave spay. 
ed no pains to ontain correct inturm- 
ation on the subject, and Ican Pro- 
nounce it to be truly Ceplorable— 
The means of grace are not erjoved 
hy more than one third part cf the 
Protestant inhabitants of this coun- 
try. The population is Computed at 
one hundred thousand souls, increa- 
sing rapidly, and is scattered along 
a sinuous and extensive coast, liter- 
ally assheep without a shepherd — 
The most populous of the cut-har- 
bers are frincifiadly and some exclu- 
sively Protestant. “Vhe name, how- 
ever, avails little as long as they ne- 
ver see a minister. There are but 
three clergyinen of the Church of 
England in the island. ‘fo the south- 
ward of St. John’s, there as nota 
Protestant minister of anu denomi- 
nation. Many of the natives are far 
advanced in vears without ever hav- 
ing been admitted within the pale of 
the Christian church by bapusm— 
‘The Bible is to them a sealed book. 
The church-going bell never sum- 
mons them to the house of prayer. 
“Lhe joyful sound of the Gospel nev- 
Yhey have 
repeatedly expressed an anxious 
wish to have clergymen among 
them ; but they know not how, cr 
to whom to apply. In their name, 
and on their behalf, I call on the 
clergy of the Church of England, 
and conjure some of them to come 
over and help us. The passage is 
short: the chmate, though cold, is 
healthy. ‘lhe harvest is great, the 
laborers are very tew. ‘The pleas- 
ure arising from a Consciousness 6 
extensive uscfulness, the satisfaction 
experienced in preaching the Gospel 
to those who have never heard the 
word of God, will compensate for 
the sacrifices they shall liave mace, 
and the privations Wiey must suonit 
to. ; 
“Two old established missions, 
Ferryland and Placentia, are ¥:- 
cant. At the latter is a beautiful 
church, in which Divine Service has 
not been performed for many years 
‘The salary 1s 150/. per annum, he- 
sides fees and voluntary contribu- 
tions. As the planters are growing 
very rich, it 1s to be hoped they 


would cheerfully devote a portion of 
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their wealth to the support of areg- 
ular ministry. However, as no 
great dependance can be placed on 
so precarious and fluctuating a pro- 
vision, Government wiilno doubt 
augment the salaries» All the ne- 
cessaries of life are excessively dear 
here, more so than in any other part 
of British North America.. There 
are ten or twelve Koman Catholic 
priests in the island, with a bisho 

and vicar apostolic at their head, 
who, with a zeal worthy of emula- 





tion, Visit every Cove and creek, and | 
everv inhabited spot, and make a! 
great many converts. There should , 
be at least two itinerant or auxilia- | 
ry clergymen appointed to visit set- | 
ulements, that are remote from the | 
established missions, and who should | 
winter aiternately in the most pop- 
ulous parts. I have seen children 
brought the distance of sixty miles 
to St. John’s, tobe christened. Now 
they begi:u to consider themselves 
in those distant parts as abandoned 
by their own clergy, and apply to 
the Romish priests for baptism.— 
‘Thus a great many families are go- 
ing over to the church of Rome: 
not from choice, but necessity. They 
allege, that itis better to be of any 
religion, than of none. May the 
Lord dispose the hearts of some pi- 
ous ministers to cross the Atlantic, 
to be Evangelists in Newfoundland ! 
‘They must possess a truly missiona- 
ry spirit. ‘They should be ready at 
all times to preach the Gospel when 





and wherevcr they can assemble a | 
congregation of fishermen. They | 


will have to preach to that descrip- 





tion of people, among whom our 
Lord commenced his ministry. I! 
have seen them leaving their occu- 
pations in the busiest season, and at 
the shortest notice, to attend Divine 
service ; when a minister came to 
visit them, they joined in the service 
with much apparent devotion, and 
departed with evident signs of pleas- 
ure and gratitude in their looks. 
“Whoever feels an inclination to 
undertake a mission to this colony, 
should be prepared to meet, not with 
persecution, but with discourage- 
ment and difficulties: his zeal must 
he ardent, his heart must be actua- 
ied by the love of Christ, and by 





compassion for the souls which 
might otherwise perish; and he 
must act witha single eve to the 
giory of God, and the reward re- 
served for those who turn many to 
righteousness.”’ 


CHINA. 

Mr. Morrison, a Missionary of the 
London Missionary Society, who has 
resided for some time at Canton in 
China, perseveres with success in 
the work of translating the Scrip- 
tures into the language of the mil- 
lions of that country ; and it would 
appear that he had been instru- 
mental in converting some individu- 
als. The Gospels have been printed 
some time. ‘The ipistles tothe Ro- 
mans, Corinthians, Galatians, {phe- 

ians, Philippians, Thessalonions, 
‘Timothy, and Titus ; these of St. 
Peter and St. James, and a correct 
edition of the Acts, were in the 
press in February last. Mr. Mor- 
rison has also printed a Catechism 
containing the fundamental princi- 
ples of Christianity. He distributes 
the Scriptures through booksellers, 
who seil them at alow price, Sev- 
eral hundred copies have been sent 
to Fo-Keen and in other directions. 
Some Koman Catholic priests have 
received them with pleasure. Some 
of his domestics have acquired a 
good degree of knowledge from his 
instructions ; and among others, his 
labors have not been without fruit. 
A person named Koseen sang, the 
grandson of a Mandarin, among oth- 
ers, perceives the absurdity of idol- 
wership. He says he has now no 
images in his house, and worships 
only the Creator. He approves of 
many doctrines of the Gospel, and 
is desirous of further instruction, 
and of being baptized. This per- 
son has sent two letters, beautifully 
written, to the Treasurer and Sec- 
retary of the Society. They are 
transcripts of each other, and are as 
foliows :-— 

*“ Mr. Morrison, who has been at 
Canton for several years, is with 
me, your younger brother, on terms 
of friendship. I have to thank him 
for much love, in constantly dis- 
coursing on the good-will of God, 
and explaining the true doctrines of 
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Yaysoo (Jesus) to us, that we may 
hear, and prostrate, consider the 
compassion of the Creator of the 
universe to me, under the canopy of 
heaven, in sending Jesus into the 
world to atone for the sins of men. 
But we have hitherto been ignorant, 
have not understood how to serve 
God, and are the more afraid, that 
we have sinned against him. Now 
we pray to God to forgive us our 
sins, and grant that in the world to 
come we may obtain his favor. 

“ Thave heard that you my ven- 
erable elder brother, in your honored 
country, with devotedness of heart, 
serve God and believe in Jesus; that 
you depend on Jesus, and wish that 
the middle empire (China) together 
with all men under the whole heav- 
ens, may hear the name of Jesus. — 
Although I have not seen the light of 
your countenance, my heart looksto 
you with affection, and therefore 
present this inchof bark” <a phrase 
for “ a few lines,” ancient books ha- 
ving been written on bark,) “ to pay 
my respects, and request that you 
will take the doctrines of God and 
of Jesus, explain them more and 
more in their rise and prezress from 
beginning to end ; and by the ships 
of next season favor me with a re- 
ply, and with your admonitions. I 
shall be more thankful than words 
can express.” 


DISTRESS IN GERMANY. 

About eight years ago the calami- 
ties, occasioned by the war in differ- 
ent provinces of Germany, gave 
rise to asubscription and the forma- 
tion of a committee in London, to 
relieve the distresses on the cecnti- 
nent. 

By the generosity of the British 
public, and with the aid of several 
respectable foreigners, resident in 
this country, the sum of nearly 
50,0001. was remitted to the conti- 
nent ; which rescued multitudes of 
individuals and families from the 
extremity of distress and the very 
brink of ruin. 

The committee received, both 
from Germany and Sweden, the most 
satisfactory documents, testifying 
that the various sums which had 
been transmitted, had Leen receiver 
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and conscientiously distributed ; but 
at no period since the existence of 
this committce, has the mass of evy- 
ery kind of misery been so great; 
never has the cry of the distressed 
Germans for help been so urgent, 
their appeal to British benevoience 
so pressing, as in the present mo- 
ment. Who could read the reports 
of the dreadful conflicts which have 
taken place in Germany, during the 
last eventful year ; of the many san- 
guinary battles fonght in Silesia, Lu- 
satia, Bohemia, Saxony, Branden- 
burg, and other parts; and peruse 
the melancholy details of sufferings, 
almost unexampied in the annals of 
history, without the most lively emo- 
tions ? Who could hear of so many 
thousands of families barbarously 
driven from Hamburgh, in the midst 
of a severe winter ; of so many vil- 
lages burnt, cities pillaged, whole 
principalities desolated, and net 
glow with desire to assist in reliev- 
ing distress so multifarious and ¢x- 
tensive ? 

To the alleviation of sufferings so 
dreadful, to the rescue of our fellow- 
men, who are literally ready to per- 
ish, the views of this committee are 
exclusively directed. ; 

Many well authenticated afflic- 
ting details of the present distress 
having been, on the 14th of January, 
1814, laid before the committee, !t 
was immediately resolved, in rell- 
ance on the liberality of the British 
pubiic, to remit, by that post, the 
sum of 3,500/. to respectable per- 
sons, with directions to form com- 
Inittees of distribution at the follow- 
ing places : ‘fo Leipsic and its vi- 
cinity, 5002. ; to Dresden and its VI- 
cinity, 5002. ; to Beautzen and its vi- 
cinity, 50C/. ; to Silesia, on the bor- 
ders of which 72 villages were al- 
most entirely destroyed, 500+. ; t0 
Lauenbureh, Luneburgh, and the 
vicinity cf Harburgh, in Hanover, 
5001 ; to the many thousands who 
have been forced from their habt- 
tations in Hamburgh, 106f0/. ; and, 
at a subsequent mecting on the 12th 
of January. to Erfurt and Naum- 
bure, and cheir vicinity, 5002. 

‘Lhe committce, on calling on the 
public for aid, laid before them 4 
variety of information, &c. recen'y 
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received from the continent, from 
which we shall now make a few 
extracts. 

A memorial, addressed by the 
city of Leipsic to the independent 
and benevolent British nation, in be- 
half of the inhabitants of the arja- 
cent villages anc hamlets, who have 
been reduced to extreme distress by 
the military operations in October, 
1813, states as tollows :— 

*¢QOur resources are exhausted, 
and we have yet here a prodigicus 
number of sick and wounded ; up- 
wards of 30,600 in more than 49 
military hospitals, with our own 
poor, to be provided for.” 

** We have before our eyes many 
thousands of the inhabitants of the 
adjacent villages and hamlets, land- 
ed proprietors, farmers, ecclesiast- 
ics, schoolmasters, artizans of eve- 
ry description, who, some weeks 
since, were in circumstances more 
or less easy, and at least knew no 
want ; but now without a home, and 
Stripped of thcir all,.are with their 
families perishing of hunger. What 
the industry of many years had ac- 
quired, was annihilated m a few 
hours. All areund is one wide 
waste. The numcrous villages and 
hamiets are almost all entirely or 
partially reduced to ashes ; the yet 
remaining buildings are perforated 
with balls, in a most ruinouscondition, 
and plundered of every thing; the 
barns, cellars, and Jofts, are despoil- 
ed, and stores of every kind carried 
off ; the implements of farming and 
domestic economy, for brewing and 
distilling—in a word, for every pur- 

yose—the gardens, plantations and 
it trees, are destroyed; the fuel 
collected for winter, the gates, the 
doors, the floors, the wood-werk of 
every description, were consumed 

in the watch-fires ; the horses were 
taken away, together with all the 
other cattic ; and many families are 
deploring the loss of beloved rela- 
tives, or are doomes to behold them 
afficted with sickness, and desti- 
tute of relief. “Phe miserable con- 
dition of these Ceplorabdie victims to 
the thirst of conquest, the distress 
which meets our view whencver we 
cross our threshoids, no language is 
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spectacle wounds us to the very 
soul, 

* All the countries of our Conti- 
nent have been more or less drained 
by this destructive war. Whither 
then have these poor people, who 
have such need of assistance ; whith- 
er arc they to look for relief? Ye 
free, ye beneficent, ye happy Britons, 
Whose generosity is attested by eve- 
poge of the annals of suffering hu- 
inauity ; whose sotl has been troct- 
den by no hostile foot ; who know 
not the feelings of him that beholcs 
a foreign master revelling in his hab- 
itation ; of you the city of Leipsi 
implores relief for the inhabitants cf 
ihe circumjacent villages and ham- 
iets, ruined by the miliiary events in 
the past month of October.” 

(To be continued.) 
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Franklin, Sept. 13, 1214. 
Messrs. Editors, 

GENTLEMEN,—The first letter 
following, I received from my son in 
Bombay this day, just as 1 was abcut 
to transmit the second to you ; [now 
forward both to you, the whcele, or 
paris of which you will publish if 
you judge proper. 

lam, Gentlemen, 
Your friend and brether 
in the Gospel Ministry, 
SAM’L. NOT'T. 
Bombay, July 28, 1815. 
Mu dear Parents, 

Ry last letter was written from 
this place in March last, and sent by 
the way of England. 

That letter, which I hope you will 
have received before the arrival cf 
tnis, stated to you our situation in 
this place. J mentioned in that. that 
the Bengal Government had advi- 
sed that we should not be allowed 
to remain bere, and my fears that 
we should ultimately he sent to Eng- 
land. “ihe explanation of eur con- 
duct, which we made to the Gov- 
ermnent here, precuccd so fas ora- 
ble an impression, that we had be- 
gun to entertain great hepes ef suc- 
ess in our attempt, when a new dif- 
ficulty wnezpecicdly arvcee ja dif- 
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uation very doubtful. The Aligator 
from Salem put into Calcutta trom 
stress of weather, and was taken 
possession of by Government, be- 
cause she had violated her privilege 
with which she Icft your country, by 
Cruising about the Cape of Gond 
Hope to givc information of the warto 
American ships. The Governor has 
informed us that he fears he shall be 
under the necessity of sending us to 
England, considering the fears which 
the General Gotcrament manifest 
that political and missionary places 
are, or may be miugled in the A- 
merican mission. What will be the 
event Gop only knows. ‘The Gov- 
ernor here expresses his firm con- 
fidence in the integrity of our de- 
signs; and we yet indulge much 
hope, and particularly, because we 
have not deen ordered to go by the 
ships which will carry tis letter. 
We know that the same Gop who 
delivered us once before, and brought 
us safely to this place, when every 
arrangement had been made for car- 
rying us on board 2 ship for England, 
is abie to dcliver usnow. We trust 
it will yet appear to be His sovereign 
will ; but still we endeavor to be pre- 
— for the worst, and it weuid not 
xe surprising if we should be sent 


to England by the next — am 


happy to tell you that Gop has 
given, us a little daughter born the 
24th of May,.—a proper and heal- 
thy child. May she be the Lorp’s 
from infancy to age, and through 
eternity. 

We have determined to call her 
Harriet, after our deceased sister 
Newell, whose early death ee most 
deefily _— The circumstances 
of that distresstug event you will 
probably have heard, before you re- 
ceive this. The LORD comfort her 
friends. 

Mrs. Nott enjoys very good health, 
and I may say the same of mysel 
We live quictly in our own house 
with brother Hall, and have the 
common blessings of life in sufficient 
abundance ; also, kind friends to add 
toour comfort. We have heard no- 
thing from you since we leit Amer- 
ica. We have been expecting to 
receive ietters by the American 
vessel mentioned above, but as yet 
we have received none.—Ever since 
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our last letter, brother Hall and J 
have been studying the Mahratta 
language, under the tuition of our 
Bramin, with whom we converse 
considerably ; and have read a part 
of a boook. ‘This language is spo- 
ken by the inhavitants of this Island, 
and the neighboring Islands and 
country. "Phis Island contains 220, 
060 inhabitants,—all buried in gross 
ignorance and stupidity ; surely a 
number worthy of our excrtions and 
prayers, if souls are traly valuabie, 
J suppose that this Island with two 
adjacent ones Contains more inhabi- 
tants than our native state. Oh, how 
different their moral condition ! In 
the one there are hundreds of thou- 
sands of Bidles ;—innumerable books 
to explain and enforce its doctrines, 
and firesent tts hofics ;—~multitudes 
of Ministers laboring, instructing, 
andawakening ;—saints ving upfion 
the word ;—obcying their Heaven- 
ly Father ;—recerving their comfort 
Jrom His p:reserce :—and above 
all, the Holy Spirit teaching minis- 
ters and churches ta cry, Abba, Fa- 
ther, and frequently shedding down 
Mis influences, and bringing sin- 
sers from darkness to light —Heve 
there are sonie who are called Chris- 
tians. Among the few English theve 
are, perhaps, none that love the 
Lord. There are 30,600 Roman 
Catholics, but as ignorant as_ the 
heathen. The remainder are hea- 
then or Mahomedans.—Vo Bibles ; 
—n9 religious bovks ;—no knowil- 
edge of the doctrines of the gospel ; 
—o ministers giving them tine ufi- 
on line and arging them to ther 
hupfifiness ;—no saints living upon 
the word ;—no Holy Spirit :—and 
yet dying every day, and going to 
the bar of Gob sf 

In the midst of these things, my 
heart is often insensible ;—but stiil I 
must beg you to feel tor them and 
pray for them :—pray for them 
with carnestness and faith. 

We long to hear from you. I do 
not yet despair of hearing by the 
Salem Schooner. Oh, that we could 
have news of your prosperity, and 
especially, that the church pros- 
pers, in the midst of the calamiues 
which are falling on the land. If 
the unhappy war should cease, you 
would have many opportunities of 
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sending to Calcutta to the care of 
the Baptist brethren. 

August 15. I am happy to: say 
that we are all well to to this date. 
We have just heard that brother 
Judson has gone to Rangoon. Broth- 
er Newell is at Ceylon waiting to 
join us. Your dutiful Son, 

SAM’L. NOTT. 
BomsBay, Dec. 22d. 1813, 
My Dear Parents, 

"ints morning I directed to 
you a half sheet of paper written 
nahn by myself, and partly by Mrs. 
Nott, and sent it off for the Packct, 
which was then closing ; but under- 
standing that the ships will net sail 
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ticulars of our very varied course 


the Board cof Commissioners. Be- 
hold, what God hath wrought !f 
He hath not dealt with us after our 
deserts.—Mavy He teach us to glori- 
fy Him, for what He has graciously 
done. I may almost say that hu- 





manly speaking, there Is now, Ko 


| doubt of our staying in Bombay.— 


Onur friends at Calcutta have obtain- 
| ed the sanction of Lord Minto, the 
‘late Gov. Gen. to our stay, and 
: likewise of Lord Moira the present. 
) All that isnow wanting is a formal 

order, which Lord Moira said would 

be very sconissued. As to this Govt. 
| our leaving Bombay in Oct. just as 


ti}! to-morrow morning, I begana new, they were abcut to send us to Eng- 


letter * I seem, my dear parents, 
in a kind of amazement. J wonder 
and edore all GO D's gracious de- 
liverances in such an hour of dis- 
iress as ours was vesterday. Our 
soing to England seemed then abso- 
intely certain. Think of us pack- 
ing up with all our might; laying 
in stores for a six months’? voyare ; 
settling our accounts; receiving !et- 
ters for England ; parting with our 
friends ; sending our baggage out of 
the house ; and then consider how 
strange—--how marvellous—--how 
worthy of gratitude to fintl ourselves 
seated writing, instead of going, and 
indulging the hope ot being allowed 
to remaininthisplace. ‘“:hus GOD 
has delivered us now. You have 
heard some of the deliverances which 
have been wrought for us, since our 
arrival in India by some of our former 
communications. We have been 
several times on the point of leav- 
ing for England, and Mrs. Nott was 
on the point of going alone after our 
departure from Bombay in the 
month of October. F 

I have not time to tell all the par- 

—— —- 

* The intelligence contained in 
the letter here ailuded to is com- 
prised im this. 


+ Mr. Nott and Hall attempted an 
escape to Ceylon in the month of 
October on account of the severe op- 
weg made to their stay in Bom- 
say, but were brought back. Mrs. 
Nott, particularly notices this event 
in letters to her triends. 


| land, and (which was not learnt by 
| them till they had paid 4000 Rupees 
for our pass%ge) was displeasing to 
them. ‘Ihe Gov. has become more 
favorable of late ; and in allowing 
us to stay, after having ordered us 
to go, he has given a proof of this. 
He now implies that should commu- 
nications from Bengal be favorable 
we should remain. 

We have made no —— in the 
Mahratta language of late, but hope 
soon to recomimence the study of it 
with renewed vigor. Our varied 
troubles have been a very great hin- 
dranc* to our studies. Hitherto we 
have not preached in Bombay though 
we have usually had a very small 
meeting on the Sabbath inour own 
family. Should we remain here, 
the: way will I trust be open to do 
| much good by Engush preaching. — 
The late steps which have been ta- 
ken by us, and concerning us, have 
excited much attention ; and I hope 
will be the means of opening the 
door to more usefulness. We have 
many very kind friends, who have 
} steod by us in all our trials We 
have been much interested by two 
Lieutenants in the Army lately be- 
come serious, and who seem pecul- 
iavrly devoted. ‘They have promis- 
ing talents, and bid fair for useful- 
ness. One of them is now sitting by 
me making a- copy of some of our 
papers. GOD has in this shown us 
atoken for good. There are some 
others we hope, devoutly imterested 
in our staying here. During our late 
wanderings, we have mas, (not 








We have been very minute with 
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indeed, of our own accord) a most 
interesting visit to Cochin, on the 
Malabar Coast. ‘This is the place 
where Puciianan was: end in the 
neighborhood of which he saw the 
Jews and Syrian Christians. We 
intend to send home an account of 
our visit to Cochin, but hurried as 
we now are, we cannot co it, and} 
hardly dare to touch upon the sub- 
ject in this haste. The Syrians seem 
a very poor peopic; but live in 
villages neat and regular, ia Compar- 
json with those of the Natives— 
‘The Church which we saw, was 
jarge and handsome. ‘There were 
three Priests belonging to it, whose 
business seers to be principally to 
chaunt the Liturgy, (which is in 
Syriac a language not understood by 
the people) and perform the pros- 
trations and other ceremonies of 
their worship: Except on great 
Holidays they do not speak to the 
people. ‘Phe people can but few of 
them read ; and besides they have 
no bosks of rejizious instruction in 
the Vernacitar tongue: “he only 
book of the kind in the village was 
atranslationof « few forms of prayer; 
a book of the size ofa New-lngland 
Primer. Uutuught, how can they 
understand ?-——-lbut in my haste I 
should not entcr on this subject ~ 
Cochin is a most excellent place for 
a mission.—-indeed there are manv 
excellent places inthis land, I wish 
much to hear of another arrival of 
American Missionaries. 

1 hope you are all well, that God 


Obiiuary.... Donations. 
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has not diminished your number,— 
We are all telerably well. Your fy- 
ture letters may be sent to Bombay, 
You will however need no directions: 
if they are sent to the Commission. 
er’s Agent in London, he will send 
them here. If they come by Amer- 
ican ships they must first come i) 
Caicutta. Your drtiful Sen, 
SAM’L. NOTT. 
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OBITUARY. 

Dikp, at Saybrook, Kev. Rici 
ARD iby, agec e1. 

At Providence, (R. T) Joun Car- 
TER, lsq. aged 69; for many years 
Editor of the Providence Gazeite. 

At Springfield, OMis.) the Hon, 
Moss brios, Lsq. lately one of the 
justices of the court of common pleas 

At Windham, (Maine,) Jaargs 
LowE.u, Esq. naval officer of the 
port of Boston and Charlestown, 
aged 76. was a member of 
Congress under the old confedera- 
tion. 

At Tiudson, (N. Y¥.) the Rev. 
Henny Jenks, A.M. aged 27, pas- 
tor of the Baptist Church in that 
place. 

At Newburyport,( Mass.)the Hon 
Exocu Titcoms, Ksq. aged 62. 

At Albany, (N. Y.) Esenezer 
Foor, Esq. Counsellor at Law, aged 
41, 

At Sav7nnah, (Geo.) Mr. Gur- 
pon i. Sky Moun, of the house of 
Sevmour & Williams, bookseilers 5 
a mitive of this City. 
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Donations for Foreign Missions, ree 


1814, 


J iy P.W. GALLAUDET. 


Aug. 3. By the hands of P. B Gleason, & Co. from two female 
friends to Foreign Missions in Mast Tiaruord, 5 dels. 


each, ~- - - 


- $10 0 


Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


seset 


From Rev. Giles LI. Cowles, collected in new settle- 


ments, ~ - - 


wee 


_ ~ — - _ 


B12 00 


From a Lady in the State of New York, - -— - 
From Rev. Holiaud Wecks, collected in new settle- 


ments, - - - 


Froin Rev. Joel T, Benedict, 


d Oe do, 


From a Lady in the State of New-York, - - 
From Rev. Chester Colton, culiccted in new settlements, 





